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Whbn a man h!i8 been selected from among the people, as a 

suitable candidate for any important office in their gift, it is no more 

than common justice to all parties, that his* fellow citizens shoold be 

supplied with some authentic informati<m respecting his past life« 

It is right and proper that they shoult know what services he has 

rendered to his country, what public stations he has held« and 

with what fidelity and npiighUiess he has discharged the dndes of 

those offices, with which he has been entrusted-— that, fiimished 

with this information, they may be enabled to form a fair estimate 

of his abilities, and of his usefulness and integrity in his future 

careeer. At the present time, no one before the public occupies. 

more genersd attention than William H. Harrison. We th^eiore 

think it an acceptable service to those, who are not familiar with 

the life of this distinguished vt^ni tQ pjacp helkue ibe^ the foUow* 

ing brief sketch of his biogrdpt^ nndr'pu3id.9^i^bi^t, We offer 

them an honest outline ot plain fas|s gatfter^drtom the most authen* 

jo tic sources. -Should any of ouSr rtzMpf ifiBckjmore partieular in- 

b formation, or \(fish for detailed ^d^AC^ql^^tltd^lbric truth of tliis 

'C outline, we refer them io public doednteVts 'connected with ^e 

<Q events here recorded; to Butler's History of Kentucky, and 

M'Afee's History of &e late war; and to the excellent biogiaphi«^ 

^ eal works of Mr. Dawson and Judge HalW— from which sources, 

o^ this sketch has been principally drawn. 

\ WiuJAV Henry Harrison, (who has recently been placed be* 

^ lore the American people as a candidate for the Presideney, by 

>^^ one of the most respeet«Ue bodies of men ^ver assembled in the 

^ United States, for such « purposie,} was bom in Virginia on Ae 9th 

of Fet»ru,ary, 1773. His father, Benjamin Harriaon, was one of 

^ z^^ patriots of the Revolution. He was a very dt^t^fuished awm* 

^ 2 ber of the first Congrese of tk^ United Sii^tei^ whieh met ^ Phil»* 

^ o d^phia in 1774, and was m» of the iiiiNil«ofl»piGiioiis>of d;ie ngn-' 

^ -jexs oi; the Pecliai^im of Indepei>deneek ; J^iufkww^f^s .rendsM 

°^ 

■ ." 
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important services to his country by his energetic and patriotic 
me^isures as GoTemor of his native state, Virginia. This eminent 
patriot died in 1701 ; leaving his son, William, under the guard- 
ianship of his friend, the celebrated Robert Morris. 

Young Harrison was educated at Hampden Sydney College; 
^nd, by the advice of his friends, turned his attention to the study 
t>f medicine. But about the period when he had completed his 
education, soon aAer the death of his father, the increased and bar- 
harous hostilities of the Indians on our northwestern borders, began 
to excite a feeling of indignation throughout the whole country. In 
this general excitement our young student participated so warmly, 
that he resolved to relinc^uish his professional pursuits, and join 
the army destined to the defence of the Ohio frontier. 

The war in this part of <Ar country was ^en assuming a very 
alarming aspect. The Indian tribes, who had been in the service 
of Great Britian, during our Revolutionary struggle, had not yet 
laid down the tomahawk ; but still persisted in their mtiiless ho»" 
tUittes, and in the almost daily commission of their savage atroci- 
ties. From the year 1783, when Great Britian acknowledged our 
independence, and war with the mother country ceased, up to the 
year 1791, it was estimated that more than fiftten hundred of our 
hardy borderers had fallen victims to the rifle and scalping knife 
of their savafes1fe9s*^»Qi|^ ]|oielhjRr«step| frontier presented an ap- 
palling scene pfT^^e;coiij{fl|graytU^^ knd wanton destruction of 
life and property. . *M|iny:c# enrfi^lder settlements had been crush- 
ed in their infancy^aiiis^'hid^l)^!! retarded in their growth. Ex- 
pedition after e3^|^(|ftto|ix ffiftl^'H^ ^ oppose them, had met With 
the most disheart^nilli^' losses r -and 'Hnally, a gallant army under 
Brigadier General Harmar, which had been sent expressly to chas- 
tise these savages, had been signally defeated by them, and almost 
annihilated. Of the few experienced officers who escaped from 
Harmer's defeat, nearly all, worn opt wiA tfie fotigues of a ser^ 
vice 80 harassing, and shrinking from a warfete of so dangerous 
and barbarous a nature, had resigned their commissions ; and a 
feeling of dismay began tx> pievade the whole eommuiiity. 

Saeh was the gloomy aspect of iJairs, when the ardent and 
generous patriotism of young Harrison prompted him to give up 
the oomfbrts and luxuries that surrounded him at home, and peril 
his life in defenee of his fellow countrymen. 

He Mceived the eommiision of an ensign in the United States^ 
atfAlerff in the aNHwais of the year 1701 ; and hashed immedi- 
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ately to join his regiment, which was (hen f tstioned at Fort Waib* 
ington. He arrived at that post a few di^s after the vnfortonate 
defeat of General St» Clair, near the Miami villages, hj the eon- 
federated Indians nnder the command of the celebrated chief. Little 
Turtle* This disastrous defeat, in which Bu Clmr's army was 
destroyed, with the loss of nearly a thousand men, killed or taken 
prisoners, left the whole of our northwestern frontier exposed to the 
ravages of a merciless enemy, and added greatly to the consterna- 
tion before existing. 

In this state ^f things, our government saw the necessity of, 
adoptiiig immediate and efficient means to put an end to this savage 
conflict. Another army was promptly raised, and the command 
g^en to General Anthony Wayne— a gallant and skiUftil officer, 
who had earned a briUiant reputation in, the Revolutionary War. 
Wayne's Legion, as his army was called in the new organization,, 
assembled at Pittsburgh, in tiie summer of 1702 ; and in the ensu- 
ing month of November, they left that place, and went into winter 
qoaffters, at Legionville, on the Ohio, twenty-two miles below 
Pittsburgh. 

About this time, Harrison was {woanoted to a lieutenancy ; and 
shortly after, he joined Wayne's Legion. His fearlessness and' 
«nergy, with his stdct attention to discipline, soon attracted the 
notice of his commander-in-chief, himself a bold and daring soldier 
^ad a rigid disciplinarian ;. and General Wayne, not long after hia 
arrival, selected him as one of his aids-de-camp. 

We have entered thus minutely into this detail, because we wish 
to point out at how early an age, and in what trying times, young 
Harrison was thought worthy of honorable distinction. 

Lieutenant Harrison acted as aid to General Wayne during the- 
whple of the ensuing campaigns ; and his bravery and gallant con- 
duct throughout were such, that he was repeatedly officially no- 
ticed in terms of Jifee highest encomium. The war was couducted 
by General Wayne with all the cool daring of a veteran soldier, 
and the sagacity of a prudent general— until finally, on the 20th of 
August, 1794, he fought the bloody and desperate battle of the 
Miami, in which the confederated Indians, with their allies, were 
totally defeated. Their heavy losses in this battle so disheartened 
the Indians, that, a few months after, they entered into negotia- 
tions for a treaty of peace, . giving hostages for their good faith: 
and thus, with the close of this war, were extinguished what may 
be considered the last embers of our revolutionary struggle. In. 
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iiis dispatch to the SecretarjT of War, after this decisive victoryv 
<^eneral Wayne, in mentioning those whose good conduct made 
them conspicnons on this occasion, says — **JVfy faithful and gallant 
«ds-4e-camp, Captains De Biitts and T. Lewis, ahd Lieutenant 
Jfarriiim, with the Adjutant General, 'Major Mffls, rendered the 
most important service, by communicating my orders in every 
direction, and by their conduct and bravery exciting the troops^ t^* 
press for victory." 

Soon aflker this battle. Lieutenant Harrison received ihk commiff- 
aion of a Captain, and was placed in the command* of Fort Wash- 
ington-^the most important station* on the western frontier. He 
remained in the army till the close of the year 1797, when, as' 
there was no longer any opportunity to serve his country in 4ie 
field, he resigned his commission, to commence his career of civfl 
aerviees. He was almost immediately appointed secretary, and 
tx-officio^ lieutenantrgovernor of the Northwestern Terrttofy*;: 
which then embraced ^e whole extent of eur country lying noidi- 
west of the Ohio river^ thus receiving the first civil appointment 
in that part of our country which he had periled his life to defend. 

While in this station he entered so warm}y into the interests of 
the people, and his intelligence and the kmdness and urbanity of 
his manners rendered him so popular, that when, in the following^ 
year, they became entitled to repres^itation in the councils of the 
nation, they dmost unanimously elected him their first delegate to 
Congress. Mr. Hanison was, at this time, about twenty-six ye»rs 
ofage. 

He took his seat in the House of Representatives, at the first 
session of the sixth Congress, in December, 1799. There were 
-^en in Congress some of the ablest and most enlightened states* 
men, and some of' the most eloquent men, our country has ever 
produced. Yet in this severe ordeal, the abilities and manly en^v 
giee of Mr. Harrison soon commanded universal respect. At this 
period, iht all'-engrossing subject in the West, and one in which 
our whole country had a deep interest, wa9 the sale of our public 
lands. The manner in which these lands had been hitherto dis- 
posed of, had created great dissatisfaction among the people. They 
had been sold only in large tracts ; the smallest of which included^ 
at least, four thousand acres. Our hardy yeomanry, with limited^ 
pecuniary means, were thus shut out froni all chance of competi- 
tion with wealthy' speculators and grasping monopolists, in the 
purchase of these lands*-the poorer emigrants were becoming; 
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disheartened at the chilling prospects before them, and the settle* 
ment of the new country was greatly retarded. Fully aware of 
the impolicy and injustice of this state of things, and true, to the 
trust con^ded in him, Mr. Harrison's earliest legislative efforts were 
made to overthrow this pemicious,8ystem. He aroused the atten- 
tention of Congress to the consideration of this important subject, 
and evinced so intimate an aequaintance with the facts and business 
details connected with it, thai he w^s appointed chairman of a 
committee raised to examine into and report on the existing mode 
of disposing of the public landsv Af^er a proper investigation, he 
presented a report, accompanied by a bill, the principal object of 
which was to reduce- the siae of the tracts of public land offered 
foF sale, to such a smaller number of acres as would plaee them 
within the reach of actual settlers. 

This masteily report,.which was the joint productioa of himself 
and Mr. Gallatin, together with the great ability and eloquence 
with which he defended his bill from the powerful opposition it 
encountered in the House, gained Mr.. H^rrrison a reputation 
sarely attained by so young a statesman.. The bill was carried 
triumphantly in^ the House, and finally, after, some amendments, 
passed the Senate. The result was, that the public lands, instead 
of being offered only in large tracts, of which four thousand acres 
was the smallest size, were now to be sold in alternate sections and 
half sections — the former containmg six hundred and forty, and 
the latter three hundred and. twenty aoreseach. The point gained 
was of immense importance, since, from the low priee of these 
lands, and the small amount of purchase money required to be 
paid, they were now within the reach of nearly all the poorer emi- 
grants and actual settlers, who felt a natural desire to own the fee 
simple of their homes, and of the lands- they subdued from the 
wilderness. Thousands of the hardy and Industrious farmers of 
eur northern and middle States, and many of the poorer planters 
of the south, availed themselves of the fair field which was now 
opened for emigration and enterprise ; and we may justly consider 
this happy result, which Mr. Harrison was so instrumentalin pro- 
ducing, as one of the leading causes of the rapid settlement* and 
prosperity of our western country. 

In the year 1800, the Northwestern Territory was: divided.—^ 
That part of the old. territory, included within the present bounda- 
nes of Ohio and Michigan, retained its former name ; and the im- 
oiense extent of country, northwest ot this, was made a separate? 
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Territory, and received the name of Indiana. Soon after this di- 
vision had taken place, Mr. Harriaon resigned his seat in Con- 
gress, and was appointed governor of the new territory. This 
appointment gave great satisfaction to the people of Indiana, with 
whom the patriotic exertions of Mr. Harrison had rendered him 
deservedly popular ; and it was, at the same time, the strongest evi- 
dence of the confidence, with which the general government reli* 
ed upon his integrity, prudence, and capacity for* civil govern- 
ment. 

The extent of Indiana was almost houndless. The small pop- 
ulation it then contained was thinly scattered through a vast wil- 
derness, and only three settlements of any note existed within its 
territory. One of these was at Vincennes, the capital ; another at 
the Falls of the Ohio, one hundred miles distant from Vincennes ; 
and the third was on the Mississippi, at a distance of more than 
two hundred miles from the capital. The communication be- 
tween these remote points was, at all times, difficult and toilsome, 
and oAen attended with great danger. There existed no^pmetica- 
hie roads, and neariy all the intermediate country was occupied 
by the Indians, or overrun by their hunting parties. Most of 
those savage tribes, diough professing to be friendly, were rest- 
less and dissatisfied; and their leading chiefs still nursed a moody 
hope of revenge for the mortifymg defeat they had sustained six 
years before, at the battle of the Miami. Artful and treacherousr 
numerous, warlike, and thirsting for plunder, they kept this re- 
mote frontier in continual excitement and alarm. The angry feel- 
ings of our hardy borderers were frequently roused by some rob- 
bery or atrocious violence committed by the more evil disposed- 
among their savage neighbors, and quarrels often ensued,, which 
tiireatened the peace of the whole community. 

Such was the existing stale of things in Indiana Territory, when 
Mr. Harrison was appointed to the administration of its govern- 
ment. As governor of a frontier Territory so peculiarly situated,. 
Mr. Harrison was invested with civil powers of the most import- 
ant nature, as well as with military authority. Besides the ordi- 
nary powers which he held, ex officio^ as governor, he had the^ 
sole power of dividing the district into counties and townahips, 
and was appointed the general superintendent of Indian affairs. — 
He had lUcewise the usual power of conferring on a numerous 
class of individuals a legal title to large grants of land, on whiol^ 
Ihey bafere had merely an equitable claim*- His sole signature 



"raor sufficient, without any other formality, to give a valid tide to 
Ihese extensive and valuable tracts of land. Posaeased of this im- 
menae power, opportunities were continually bejfcNre him, of aecu- 
mulating a princely fortune ; but Ike scrupulous sense of honor, 
which has always characterized Mr. Harrison, would never per- 
mit him to speculate in lands over which he had any control.*^ 
And it is a fact worthy of note, that, during the whole time that 
he held this important trust, he neveir availed himself of his pecu- 
liar advantages to acquire a singly acre of land. No shadow of 
suspicion ever doubted his disinterestedness, and not a murmvr 
«ver accused him of partiality, or even of unnecessary delay, in ^e 
performance of this delicate duty. We mention this only to show 
that the integrity of 1V&. Harrison is not merely theoretical, but 
practical ; and that it has id ways shone with the purest lustre when 
assailed by the strongest temptations. 

In 1803, Mr. Jefferson appointed Governor Harrison sole "com- 
missioner to enter into any treaties which may be necessary with 
any Indian tribes, northwest of the Ohio, and within the territory 
of the United States, on the subjects of their boundaries or lands." 
By virtue of this, or a similar authority, during the subsequent 
course of his administration, Harrison effected thirteen important, 
treaties with the- different tribes, on the most advantageous terms ; 
and obtained from them, at various times, the cession of large 
tracts of land, amounting, in all, to more than sixty millions of 
. acres, and embracing, a lalge portion of the richest region in our 
country. 

In their frequent intercourse with Governor Harrison, the In- 
dians had learned to respect his undaunted firmness, and were, at 
the same time, conciliated by his kindness of manner and consid- 
erate forbearance. This, with his intimate knowledge of the In- 
dian character, is the true secret of the remarkable success that 
has uniformly attended every treaty he has attempted to effect. 

The various and arduous duties of the Governor of Indiana re- 
quired, for this office, a man of very superior abilities— one pos- 
sessed of stem integrity, and prudent moderation, accompanied by 
the most unwavering firmness. Such a man Governor Harrison, 
in the long course of his administration, fully proved himself to 
be. The plainest evidence of this, to those who are not familiar 
with the history of Indiana during this period, is the fact, that, for 
thirteen years, at every successive expiration of his term of office, 
htww re>appointedy at th» earnest solicitation of the people of the 
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militia add Tolunleen of Indiana. Thete, with a regiment of United 
States infantry, consisting of three hundred and fifty men, com- 
manded by Colonel Boyd, and a small body of vdicmteers from 
Kentucky, constituted his whole available force-^amounting in all 
to ab9ut nine hundred effective men. As soon as he had disciplin- 
ed these troops, aiid trained both the regulars and militia in the 
Indian mode of warfare, he took up his line of march towards the 
Prophet's town. 

He left fort Harrison, on the Wabash, about sixty miles above 
Viacennes, on the 28th of October, 1811. Profiting by his own 
early experience, and the remembered example of his old friend 
and commander. General Wayne, his march through a wild coun- 
try to Tippecanoe, was conducted with so much skill and pru- 
dence, that he avoided all danger of ambuscade or surprise from 
the savage foe. On the 6th of November, the army arrived within 
five or six miles of. the Prophet's town. According to the in- 
sti:uction8 he had received from the President, General Harrison 
immediately sent in a flag of truce, to endeavor to open an sftnica- 
ble negotiation with the hostile Indians. To this overture, the 
Prophet returned a deceitful reply — he professed the most pacific 
intentions, and agreed to meet Harrison the next day in council,, 
with his chiefs, to settle definitely the terms of peace. But Har- 
rison knew too well the treachery of his artful antagonist, to al- 
low himself to be deceived by his specious professions, or lulled 
into any fancied security. He carefully selected the most eligible 
and defeasible position for his encampment, and ordered his troops 
to lie upon their arms all night, that they might be in readiness, dl 
a moment's warning, to repel any sudden attack of the enemy. 
The sequel proved that these precautions were wisely adopted. 

An anxious night passed away without interruption ; but about 
four o'clock on the following morning, two hours before daylight, 
a sentinel at one of the outposts discovered an Indian creeping 
stealthily towards the camp. He immediately gave the alarm, and 
almost at the same instant, a strong body of the enemy rushed 
towards the encampment, with the most savage yells. They made 
a fiirious charge on the left of the camp ; and so sudden and des^ 
perate was their onset, that the guard stationed in that quarter,. 
gave way, at first, to their fierce assailants. But the brave troopa 
soon rallied, uid retrieved the ground they had lost. The camp-^ 
fins were extinguished with all possible haste, and the battle was 
now waged on more equal terms^ Our gallant troops fought with 
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tbe most daring intrepidttjrt ^ l^tm savage foes evineed a despe- 
rate valor worthy of a better cause. The batde raged with great 
fury tiH the dawn of day, when a simultaneons charge waVmade 
upon the enemy, on either flank, and they were speedily pot to 
flight, with great loss, and the batde terminated. During all this 
time, the false Prophet had been seated at a safe distance from the 
field of battle, chanting a wa^song, and promising victory to his 
deluded brethren. 

The batde of Tippeeanoe was one of the most spirited and best 
fought actions recorded in the anniEds of our Indian wars. The 
numbers and the weapons on either side were nearly equal; and the 
Indian!^, contrary to their usual custom, fought hand to hand, and 
with the fiercest bravery. Every man in this battle encountered 
his share of danger; but no man was in more personal peril than 
Governor Harrison himself*-«well known to many of the Indians, 
and the object of their peculiar attack-^his fearless and unshrink- 
ing exposure, makes it seem almost a miracle that he should have 
escaped un wounded. In referring to tlie icoolness and integrity of 
Governor Harrison, on this occasion, we cannot refrain from mak- 
ing the following extracts from a journal published in 1610, by a 
private soldier, who fought in this battle, and who could have had 
no interested motives for his publication: — "General Harrison," 
he says, "received a shot through the rim of his hat. In the heat 
of the action his voice was frequently heard, and easily distinguish- 
ed, giving his orders in the same calm, cool, and collected man- 
ner in which we had been used to receive them on drill or parade. 
The confidence of the troops in the GenersLi was unlimited." The 
same writer, in speaking of Harrison's kindness to the soldiers, and 
his influence over them, remarks: — "He appeared not disposed tO/ 
detain any man against his inclination ; being endowed by nature 
with a heart as humane as brave, in his frequent addresses to the 
militia, his eloquence was formed to persuade ; appeals were made 
to reason as well as feeling, and never were they made in vain." 

An incident that occurred at this time, is worth recording. The 
night before the batde, a negro man belonging to the camp, who 
had been missing, was arrested near the Governor's marquee, un- 
der very suspicious circumstances. He was tried by a eoort-ma^- 
tial for desertion to the enemy, and for an attempt to assassinate 
the Governor. Sufficient evidence was found to convict him, and 
he was sentebeed to death ; yet such were the humane feelings of 
Harrison, that tie could not indbce himself^ sigh the order for Ms 
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ezectttion. As a criminal attempt had been made against his own 
life, he felt himself privileged to exercise his beneToleoce tp^rards 
the offiSnder, and the misguided wretch was suffered to escape the 
just punishment of his crime. It would have been more in accord- 
ance with][the principles of strict justice, to have allowed the law 
to take its own course in this instance ; but the circumstances of 
the case were veiy peculiar, and Governor Harriscm's conduct 
evinced a magnanimity and humanity of heart rarely equaled* 

The importance of the victory at Tippecanoe, cannot be too 
highly estimated. It quelled the haughty spirit of the discontent- 
ed and hostile Indians, and defeated the plan which they had al- 
most matured, of attacking and destroying our scattered border set- 
tlements in detail. Had we lost this battle, our army must have 
been annihilated^-*the whole extent of our defenceless frontier 
would have been left to the mercy of sanguinary and unsparing 
savages ; and the consequent loss of life, and destruction of prop- 
erty, would have been almost incalculable. 

The President, in his message to Congress, dated December 
18th, 1812, makes the following honorable mention of this battle: 
'<While it is deeply to be lamented,*' says Mr. Madison, "that so 
many valuable lives have been lost in the action that took place on 
the 9th ult. Congress will see, with satisfaction, the dauntless spirit 
and fortitude victoriously displayed by every description of troops 
engag^d, as well as the collected firmness which distinguished 
their commander, on aQ occasion requiring the utmost exertion of 
valor and disciplined^ 

The Legislature of Kentucky, at their ensuing session.. expre8«> 
sed their high sense of Governor Harrison's good conduct on this 
ocasion, by the following complimentary resolution :— 

Resolved, That in the late campaign against the Indians, on 
the Wabash, Governor W. H. Harrison has, in the opinion of this 
legislature, behaved like a hero, a patriot, and a general; and that 
for his cod, deliberate, skillful, and gallant conduct^ in the late 
battle of Tippecanoe, he deserves the warmest thanks of the 
nation.'* 

This high enconium cai^e from those whose friends and neigh- 
bors had participated in the late campaign^ and who were conse- 
qiaently familiar with its details, and with the merits of the com* 
mander. 

War was declared against Great BritkHi in June» 1812, Prioc 
IQ this ewi^t, British ^nts had^ ^ along time,. been tamperiiy 
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^ith the discontented Indians within our Territory, and had bribed 
them with presents, and famished them with firearms, to induce 
them to renew their hostilities against our country. The crafty 
and daring Tecumseh, too, was once more in the field. Urged on 
by his savage eloquence, by his own native love for war and plun- 
der, and by the atrocious intrigues of foreign agents, the north- 
western Indians again raised the war-whoop, and commenced their 
barbarous system of warfare. Their cruel murders and depreda- 
tions became of frequent occurrence ; and the wailings of bereaved 
mothers and orphans, and the bitter complaints of those who had 
escaped from the conflagration of their plundered homes, excited 
the commisseration of our hardy borderers, and roused a general 
feeling of indignation. . Such was the state of excitement in our 
frontier settlements in the summer of 1812. 

Immediately after the declaration of war, our western governors 
promptly adopted every measure in their power, for the defeace 
of their respective states and territories. But conscious , of the 
groat abilities and experience of Harrison, they placed the utmost 
reliance on his councils, and looked to him as the leader, under 
whom they might hope for success against the common enemy. 
He aided Governor Edwards in placing the frontier of Illinois in 
a posture of defence, and soon after, was invited by Governor 
Scott, of Kentucky, to a conference in relation to the Kentucky 
troops, which had been raised for the defence of the frontier. He 
accepted this invitation, and met Governor Scott at Frankfort; 
where he was received with the acclamations of the people, and 
with the highest civil and military honors. These public marks 
•of the high estimation in which Harrison was held by the people, 
were shortly after followed by proofs still more flattering, of their 
t;onfidence in his patriotism, his abilities and his military skill. 
Governor Scott had levied an armed force of more than five thou- 
sand militia and volunteers, commanded by some of the ablest men 
and most experienced officers in the state. Two thousand of these 
troops were ordered for immediate service ; and they had no 
sooner learned that they were destined to march to the aid of their 
fellow-countrymen on the frontier, than they at once unanimously 
expressed the most earnest desire, to be placed under the command 
of Governor Harrison. This desire was responded to by th^ 
wishes of the people throughout the state. The laws of Kentucky, 
however, would not permit any other than a citizen, to hold a com- 
mand in the State mMitia. In this dilemma. Governor Scott con- 

B 
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suited with the venerable Shelby, (the governor elect,) the Hon, 
Henry Clay» and other distingjiished citizens of the state ; and by 
their unanimous advice, he gave Harrison a brevet commision of 
major general in the Kentucky militia, with express authority to 
take command of the gallant troops, about to march to the frontier. 
This was a bold and unprecedented measure, but one that gave un- 
bounded satisfaction to both soldiers and citizens, and one fully 
warranted by the peculiar exigencies of the case. These facts 
speak volumes in favor of the remarkable popularity which Gov- 
ernor Harrison enjoyed in a population of brave and chivalric peo- 
, pie, boasting an unusual proportion of talented and distinguished 
men. 

About this time, the cowardice and imbecility of General Hull 
tamely surrendered to the British the important post of Detroit, 
with the gallant force which composed its. garrison. This event 
spread consternation far and wide, through the western country, 
and greatly increased \he difficulty and arduous nature of Governor 
Harrison's duties. He immediately organized the brave troops 
under his command, and commenced a rigid discipline and military 
training ; with the confident hope of retrieving the disasters con- 
sequent upon the cowardly surrender of Detroit. 

Soon after, he was appointed a Brigadier general in the service 
of the United States. But, as the chief command of the ^estem 
army was conferred on General Winchester, Harrison declined ac- 
cepting the commission tendered him, and gave up his coinmand, 
to return to Indiana and resume the duties of his territorial govern- 
ment. 

General Winchester, who had thus superseded Governor Har- 
rison, was an old revolutionary soldier, and a brave and meritori- 
ous officer ; but one who was not, like Harrison, possessed of the 
enthusiastic confidence of the army. Governor Harrison exerted 
every effort in his power, to reconcile the troops to his charge. 
But soon after he left them, their displeasure at having been de- 
prived of their favorite commander, was not confined to murmurs, 
but created disaffection and almost mutiny. 

No sooner was the President made aware of the condition of 
the army, and of the almost unanimous wishes of the wAtern peo^ 
pie, than he immediately appointed Harrison, in place of Win- 
chester, Commander-in-chief of the north-western army. The 
dispatch conveying this appointmen^t^ overtook him on his way to 
Indiana, and he returned without delay to the army, and was re* 
Instated in his command. 
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iThe powers conferred on Harrison, as commander-in-chief of 
the north-western army, were of great extent, and he was left to 
exercise them according to his own unrestricted judgment. In 
the dispatch containing this appointment, dated September 17th, 
1812, the Secretary of War says': — *'Yaa will command such 
means as may be practicable — exercise your own discretion, and 
act in all cases according to your own judgment,"-— thus conferring 
upon him extraordinary and almost unlimited powers. We refer 
to this, merely that we may here notice the remarkable fact, that 
though vested with unusual powers, General Harrison was never 
known, .during the whole of his command, to exercise his authority 
in an unjust or oppressive manner. His measures were energetic, 
but always qualified by his characteristic moderation and humanity, 
and by a regard for the feelings of even the meanest soldier in his 
camp. 

The duties that devolved on General Harrison, in his new sta- 
tion, were arduous beyond description. The troops under his co^l^ 
mand^ though brave, were mostly inexperienced and undisciplined 
recruits ; and the army was badly equipped, and nearly destitute 
of baggage and military stores. With these limited means, and 
under these unfavorable circumstances, he was required to defend 
an immense extent of frontier, stretching along the shores of the 
great northern lakes, whose numerous harbors and rivers were easy 
of access to the enemy. In addition to this, the roads leading to 
those points which most required defence, were nearly impassa- 
ble, and lay, for hundieds of miles, through a wilderness swarm- 
ing with hostile Indians, and through gloomy and dangerous 
swamps, where the troops, though little encumbered with bag- 
gage, could advance but «lowly, and with great fatigue. Under 
all these difficulties, the spirits of the soldiers were sustained by 
the presence and example of their favorite commander — ^who ani- 
mated them in their fatigues, and cheerfully endured the same 
hiutiships and privations which they encountered. 

The autumn and early part of the winter were spent in active 
and laborious preparations for the approaching summer campaigii ; 
roads were cut, depots formed, forts built, and a few expeditions 
were sent out to protect our out-posts, and keep the enemy in 
cheek. . One of these expeditions, consisting of a detachment of 
six hundred men, under Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, was sent 
by General Harrison against ^ fortified Indian village, from which 
4>ur troops had suffered much annoyance. . This enterprise was 
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conducted with great skill and success. The village wasr attacked ' 
in the most gallant manner, and, afier a desperate action of more 
than an hour, was carried at the point of the bayonet. From the 
general order issued by Harrison, on the return of this expedition, 
we make the following extract, which will convey some idea of 
the humane and generous feelings, that have always charactwlzed 
both his public and private conduct. After awarding these gallant 
troops the high meed of praise which their bravery had won, he 
goes on to say — " But the character of this gallant detachment, 
exhibiting as it did, perseverance, fortitude, and bravery, would, 
however, be incomplete, if, in the midst of victory, they had for- 
gotten the feelings of humapity. It is with the sincerest pleasure 
that the General has heard, that the most punctual obedience was 
paid to his orders, in not only saving all the women and children, 
but in sparing all the warriors who ceased to resist ; and that even 
when vigorously attacked by the enemy, the claims of mercy pre- 
vailed over every sense of their own dangei, and this heroic band 
respected the lives of their prisoners. Let an account of murdered 
innocence be opened in the records of heaven, against our enemies 
alone. The American soldier will follow the example of his gov* 
eri^ment ; and the sword of the one will not be raised against tiie 
fallen and helpless, nor the gold of the other be paid for the scalps 
of a massacred enemy." What a contrast does these noble sen- 
menits present to the atrocious conduct of the British Gen- 
eral, Proctor— -who, at the cruel massacre at Raisin River, and 
elsewhere, basely permitted unresisting prisoners of war to be 
butchered, by his savage allies, in cold blood. 

Late in the season the army went into winter quarters at i^m 
strongly fortified position on the banks of the Miami, near the tap- 
ids» which was called Camp Meigs, in honor of the patriotic gov- 
ernor of Ohio. Leaving the army at that station. General Harri- * 
son proceeded to Cinoimiati, to procure reinforcements of men, 
and supplies of provisions and military stores for the approaching 
campaign. But early in the spring, intelligence was reeeived that 
tlie British were making active preparations, and coneentrating a 
large force of regular soldiers, Canadians, and Indians, to besiege 
Fort Meigs. On obtaining this information. General Harrison 
hastened to his camp, and exerted his most strenuous efforts^ to 
prepare for this threatened attack of the enemy. His presence 
cheered the troops, and he inspired tiiem with Iresh ardour, on the 
approach of Ae enemy ^ by an eloquent addiefl8^.in whieh he air 
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faideid kUtidebtly, but in the most animating manner, to the neigh- 
boring battle-field, where General Wayne had gained the brilliant 
victory' of the Miami, and where he himself had won the brightest 
of his earlier laurels. 

On the 28th of April, 1813, the scouts brought in intelligence 
of the arrival of the enemy. On the same day; a strong force of 
British and Indians ascended tlie river in boats, and disembarked, 
partly on the south-eastern shore, and partly on the opposite side 
of the river. Here they immediately commenced the construction 
of three powerful batteries. Corresponding traverses were made 
within the Fort, and every approach of the enemy was met and 
foiled, with consummate skill and bravery. 

On the first of May, the batteries of the enemy being completed, 
they opened a heavy cannonading, which was returned with equal 
vigor from the Fort This cannonading was continued without in- 
termission for five days } but owing to the skillful dispositions df 
General Harrison, it was attended with very little loss on either 
side. 

On the 5th of May, a gallant reinforcement of Kentuckians, un- 
der General Clay, fought their way to the camp ; and Harrison, 
availing himsell of this fortunate occurrence, prompUy ordered a 
tsortie to be made from the Fort to destroy the batteries of the 
enemy, The detachment ordered to this service, consisted of 
three hundred and fifty men, a part of whom were regulars, and 
the remainder volunteers and Kentucky militia, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Miller, of the United States army. These brave 
troops attacked a body of British regulars and Indians, of more than 
^uble dieir number ; but the impetuosity of their charge was ir- 
resistible, and after a severe struggle, they drove the enemy from 
the batteries. They spiked the cannon, took a large number of 
prisoners, and having ftilly accomplished that object, returned in 
triumph to the fort. Thiis sortie was one of the most sanguinary 
and desperate actions fbught during the whole war, and it9 bril- 
liant success was richly merited by Ihe intrepid gallantry of the 
brave troops engaged in it. 

Another attack had, in liie m^an time, been made upon the Bri- 
tish batteries on the opposite side of the river. The enemy were 
taken* by sorpirise, and their batteries carried- with great ease, but 
the result proved unfortunate. The detachment ordered to this 
service had received instnictious from General Harrison,' to return 
to ibe Ibrt ts soon aai'^ey had ^<^mplished the object of the enter- 
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pxi0»— bat uiihappil;^^, the new and inexperiencedf though brave 
troops, that composed this detachment, instead of obeying their 
ordera, imprudently lingered till they were entirely surrounded 
by the enemy; and many of them were eut to pieces, witinout tbe^ 
possibility of lending them any aid from the Cort. Had the com- 
mands of their general been obeyed, this misfortune could not 
ha?e occurred, and the day would have been one of unclouded 
success and triumph. 

Thwarted by the skillful dispositions of Harrison, and by the 
battle, or rather succession of battles, fought on the 6th, Proctor 
was compelled to abandon the siege of Fort Meigs; and on the Stjjh 
of May, he broke up his camp, and retreated in disappointment 
and disgrace. 

Thus terminated the glorious defence of Fort Meigs. Harrison 
soon after left General Clay in command of that important pOst,^ 
and, unwearied in his exertions, proceeded to more, difficult and: 
arduous duties, at other exposed stations. 

The unceasing efforts of the British, and the restless spirit of 
Tecumseh, allowed our troops but little time to recover from their 
severe fatigues. In less than two months after the siege of Fort 
Meigfr had been abandoned, the Indians assembled a formidable 
body of more than five thousand warriors, under their most noted 
chiefs, and again threatened an attack on that fortress. On receiv- 
ing this intelligence, General Harrison, with a small body of reg- 
ulars, hastened to Fort Meigs, by forced marches, and fortunately 
arrived; there before the enemy. Leaving a reinforcement with 
General Clay, he returned without delay to his more active duties. 

During the whole of this interesting campaign, the vigilance and 
intrepidity of General Harrison^ with the braveiy of his soldiers, 
enabled him to keep a far superior force of the enemy in check, 
and to> protect the wide extent of our exposed frontier* Our forts- 
were ably defended, and our troops gallantly repelled every at- 
tack of the enemy, and in some few instances, wbwe they were 
assailed by an overwhelming force.. 

At about the period when the>«nemy invested Fort Meigs iof the 
s^eond'time^ they made a. defiperate attack on Port Stephenson, a 
temporary depot at Lower Sandqaky, which was bravely and suc- 
cessfully defended by Major Groighan, pf the regular servioe. We 
particularly mention this event in the campaign, as a noble action 
worthy of note, and because we wish to adtrort to the iUibeial and 
unjust remarks, which have been naade bfr soma of GensKil Havri- 
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ion's political enemies, in relation to the defence of this fdrt». and 
the subsequent measures of th^ Gommandei-in*Ghief. At the date 
of this attack on Fort Stephenson, the enemy had nearly seven 
thousand men in the field — two thousand of whom were British 
regulars and Canadians, and the remainder were warriors of the 
fiercest Indian tribes. The army under General Harrison was 
greatly inferior in numbers, and it beoame his duty as a skillful ' 
commander, to withdraw his unimportant outposts, to avoid risk- 
ing unnecessarily the loss of a single soldier, and to enable him,, 
by ^OAcentrating his forces, to hold the enemy in check at least, 
if he should not prove strong enough to give him battle. Fort 
Stephenson was a temporary and unimportant station, and so com- 
manded by the high, ground in its neighborhood, as to be utterly 
indefensible against he^ry artillery — and such, from their com- 
mand of the lake, the British could easily transport to its attack. 
Fully aware of this, from having T«eonnoitered the ground in per- 
son. Gen. Harrison, on learning that thii station was about to 
be assailed, thought it proper to withdraw the garrison. He ao- 
eordingly dispatched an order to Migor Groghan, directing him to 
abandon Fort Stephenson,, and repair, if practicable, to Head Quar- 
teBB— 'Which were then at Seneca Town, nine miles further up the 
river. This order was not received by Major Croghan until the 
following day — when flying parties of the Indians became so nu- 
auNTOus round the fort,, that,, as Croghan himself stated, it was too 
late tO: carry the order into execution, and he decided on maintain- 
ing the place. In oonsequenoe- o£ this disobedience of orders,. 
Celoniel Wells was immediately sent, with a strong escort; of cav- 
. airy, to» take command of Fort Stephenson, imd Groghan was or- 
dered to> repaii! forthwith to Head QlUarters*. But on his arrival 
there, he^ made such satisfactory ezplanation» to the commander- 
in chief,, of the- situation of the fost, and of his own respectful: in- 
tentionss that General Harrison at once reinstated him in his com- 
maad; Ha returned, to his duties the following morning, and on 
the same day, July 3 lat, this station was invested by a force of 
thirteen hun^ped British^ regulars and Indians. They attacked the 
fort with great v%oiH md repeatedly attempted to take it by as- 
sault^^but they were each time defeated, and were at length forced 
to abandon their attempt, and: retreat in confusion, having lost, in 
kiUed and wounded, nearly as many as the entire number of the* 
gaOant spmts who defbRded the fort. 
Hub defeaee of a posilioB, whkh GeBerai HaxtisoD fai4 «fi«t- 
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ed to be abandoned, and the fact of his not haying immediaiety ' 
advanced upon the enemy, were seized upon with avidity, by the 
ignorant and malicious among his political opponents, who indus- 
triously circulated the falsest statements and most perverted mis- 
representations, relative to these occurrences. But fortunately, 
the plain truth soon became so well known, that General Harri- 
son's fair fame suffered no injury from these unfounded calum- 
nies. So many gallant officers as well as honorable an(} high 
minded men bore witness, of their own accord, to the military 
wisdom of his measures, that the stigma, with which his calum- 
niators had endeavored to darken his unsullied reputation, only 
rebounded, to add a still deeper stain to their own* 

We lay before our readers the following short extracts from an 
address to the public, relative to this affair, which was volunta- 
rily published by the general, fields and staff officers of General 
Harrison's army. After expressing their ^'regret and surprise, that 
charges as improper in form as in substanee, should have been 
made against Gen. Harrison, during the recent investment of 
Lower Sandusky," they go on and say:— "He who believes that 
with our disposable force, and under the circumstances which 
then occurred, General Harriscm ought to have advanced upon 
the enemy, must be leA to correct his opinioa in the school of ex- 
perience. 

<<0n a review of the course then adopted, we are decidedly of 
the opinion, that it was such as was dictated by military wisdom, 
and by a due regard to our circumstances and to the situation of 
the enemy. * * * * And with a ready acquiescence, beyond 
the mere claims of military duty, we are prepared to obey a gen- 
eral, whose measures meet our most deliberate approbation, and 
merit that of his country." 

The chivalrous and noble spirited Croghan, who was one of 
the signers of the above address,* about Ihe same time published 
another paper on this subject, dated from Lower Sandusky, in 
whieh he says: <*I have widi much vegret seen in some of the 
public piints such misrepreseotations respecting my refhsal to eva- 
cuate this posi, as are calculated not only to injoreme in the esti- 
nation of military men, but idso to exeite vmllMrorable ifspresHtoiiB 
as to the propriety of Gen. Hamsctt's o<Hidact relalive to thas 
affair. 

<*Hi8 character as a military man is too weU estabMshed to need 
«y(.«ppnibalioft Off support But hi» pidi>lic;8ervioe eiMitttB'hiBL 
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At least to common justice. This afiair does not famish cause of 
reproach. If public opinion has bedn lately misled respecting his 
late conduct, it will require but a moment''s cool, dispassionate 
reflection, to convince them of its propriety. The measures re- 
cently adopted by him, so far from deserving censure, are the 
clearest proofs of his keen penetration and able generalship.^^ 

We have dwelt on this passage in the life of General Harrison, 
somewhat longer than is consistent with the brevity of this sketch; 
bnt the political opponents of General Harrison can find so few 
points in his whole life, that afford them the slightest apology for 
censure, that they have been driven to pervert and misrepresent 
an affair of so simple a nature as this, and one that, in truth, enti- 
tled him, as the gallant Croghan justly says, to the highest eom^ 
mendation. We have therefore thought it no more than common 
justice to him and to our readers, to lay before- them this plain ex- 
posidon of facts. The wisest and best actions are often misunder- 
stood or perverted by the ignorant or the malicious. We trust 
aAd believe that the^ former constitute the larger portion of those 
who, have sought to shadow the fair fame of General Harrisoti; 
but while mean and sordid spirits exist, envy and detraction wiW 
always pursue exalted merit. Even Washington, the Father of 
our country, was intrigued against and calumniated. 

Disappointed in their hopes of plunder, and dispirited hy the 
numerous defeats they had sustained, the savage allies of the Bri- 
tish had become discontented; the second siege of Fort Meigs had 
• been abandoned, and gradually the enemy entirely withdrew from- 
our territory, and concentrated their forces at Maiden, their prin-^ 
cipal stronghold in Upper Canada. It will thus be seen, that the 
skill with which Gen. Harrison had conducted his defensive ope-- 
rations, the only resource left him in the face of a superior foe^. 
had been eminently suoceansful; and had not only protected out 
widely extended frontier, but had eventually forced the enemy to 
retiirey mortified and humbled by defeat, from our country. 
. The activity and^ enterprize of General Harrisdn, did not long^ 
permit the enemy to rest, after their retreat from our territory. 
He immediatdiy commenced preparations for carrying the war 
into their awn county, and formed his plan foe the capture of 
Mald^, and ihe ca&quest of Upper Canada.. 

Commodore Perry had been instructed to co-operate with Ges- 
eral HarriseOi with the fleet under hi« command, and by a happy 
coHM^idmee, that gaBaat hcaro fain«d his glorteiis viplory oa Lake 
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Erie, and captured, the entire squadron of the enemy just abonf 
the time when General Harrison had matured^ his plans for the 
invasion of Canada. 

On the 27th of September, the troops embarked at Sandusky 
Bay, and advanced towards Maiden^ expecting to find the British 
and Indians encamped there in full force. But upon landing on 
the Canada shore, they found that Proctor, disheartened by his 
recent defeats, had abandoned that stronghold, after having de- , 
stroyed the fort and navy yard, and had retreated with his regulars 
and savage allies to Sandwich* Our army encamped at Maiden, 
and the patriotic troops could not restrain their exultation, on hav- 
ing gained possession of the fortress from which had issued, for 
years past, those ruthless bands of savages, which had swept over 
our extended frontier, like the wing of the destroying angel, leav- 
ing death and destruction only in their path» 

Our army advanced rapidly in pursuit of the enemy, and over- 
took them on the 5th of October, at a place which is destined to 
be remembered, as the battle ground of one |f the most remark- 
able and decisive actions fought during the war. 'i 

General Proctor, having had his choice of ground, occupied a 
strong position, flanked on the left by the river Thames, and on 
the right by a swamp, beyond which were posted two thousand 
Indians, under Tecumseh. But Proctor committed an irretriev- 
able error, in placing his regular soldiers in open order, and ex- 
tending his line by placing the files at a distance c^ three or four 
feet from each other. 

The American army advanced in order of bat^e, and when in 
the immediate neighborhood of the enemy, the reconnoitering par- 
ties brought in intelligence of the dispositions Proctor had made. 
Harrison, with the rapid decision of an able general, instantly 
availed himself of the error of his opponent, and ordered Colonel 
Johnson to charge the enemy's line in column, with his regiment 
of mounted Kentuckians. The extended and weakened line of 
the enemy could ofiFer but a feeble resistance to the charge of these 
gallant troops; who dashed through . their ranks wi& overwhelm- 
iof impetuosity, and formed and attacked them in the rear. Panic 
struck by this bold and unexpected manoeuvre, and at being as- 
sailed both in front and rear, the British threw down their arms 
in dismay, and the whole army was captured, with the exception 
of a few who escaped by an early flight with Proctor. The Ih- 
^ans attacked our troops on the left,- and fought with great fleroe^ 
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ness and daring, until their renowned chief Tecumseh was slain, 
as is supposed, hy Colonel Johnson, when they fled from the 
contest. 

This decisive and important battle was thus fought and won, 
in a space of time almost incredibly short, and with a very trifling 
loss only on our side. All the baggage of the enemy, and their 
valuable military stores, together with the official papers of Proc- 
tor, fell into our hands; and several pieces of brass cannon, which 
had been taken from the British in our revolutionary victories, but 
which Hull shamefully surrendered at Detroit, were again cap- 
tured from our ancient foe. 

The united force of the British regulars and Indians engaged in 
this battle, amounted to more than 2800 — ^the number of our 
troops was less than 2500 — and those were principally militia and 
volunteers. The venerable Governor Shelby commanded the 
Kentucky volunteers in this battle, and General Cass, the present 
Secretary of War, and the heroic Perry, acted as volunteer Aids to 
General Harrison. This brilliant victory, following up the cap- 
ture of their fleet on Lake Erie by the gallant Perry, entirely de- 
stroyed the force of the enemy in Upper Canada, and put an end 
to the war on our northwestern frontier. 

On receiving the news of this glorious event, the thanks of Con- 
gress were expressed to General Harrison in the warmest n^ianner. 
Among many others, whose grateful feelings found utterance on 
this occasion, the Hon. Langdon Cheves observed, on the floor of 
Congress, — ^''That the victory of Harrison was such as would 
have secured to a Roman general, in the best days of the Repub- 
lic, the honors of a triumph." A sentiment which was fully re- 
sponded to, in the complimentary notices which he received from 
every part of the Union. 

Having entirely defeated the enemy in Upper Canada, General 
Harrison advanced with a part of his army, to the Niagara fron- 
tier, and thence to Sackett's Harbor, where he left the troops and 
' proceeded to the seat of government. On his way thither, he 
passed through New York and Philadelphia; in which cities he 
was leceived with the. most flattering marks of public honor and 
distinction. After the necessary delay of a few days at Washing- 
ton, General Harrison proceeded to Ohio, where important duties 
required his presence. 

In the plan for the ensuing campaign, to the surprise and regret 
of the public, General Harrison was designated for a service, far 
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inferior to that which he had a right to expect. Regardless of 
the memorable victories which this gallant and experienced offi- 
cer had won, and unmindful of the various and important services 
which he had rendered to his country, the Secretary of War saw 
fit to assign to him' the command of a district, where he would . 
be compelled to remain inactive, while others were appointed to 
those more arduous duties, which he had heretofore fulfilled with 
so much honor to himself, and to the nation. As if still unsatis* 
fied with this egregious insult which he had offered to General 
Harrison, the Secretary of War, on the 25th of April, 1814, ap- 
pointed a subordinate officer to a separate command within his 
district, and notified him to that efiect. On the receipt of this no- 
tification, General Harrison instantly addressed a letter to the Se- 
cretary, tendering his resignation, with a notification thereof to the 
President. "As soon as Governor Shelby heard of the resigna- 
tion of General Harrison, he lost no time in addressing the Presi- 
dent in his usual forcible terms, to prevent his acceptance of it; 
but unfortunately for the public ii\terests, the President was then 
on a visit to Virginia, to which place the letters from General 
Harrison and Governor Shelby were forwarded, and that of the 
latter was not received until after Secretary Armstrong, unthotU 
the previous consent of the President^ had assumed to himself 
the high prerogative of accepting the resignation* The President 
expressed his great regret that the letter of Gov» Shelby had not 
been received earlier, as in that case the valuable services of Gen- 
eral Harrison would have been preserved, to the nation in the en- 
suing campaign," — (Dawson,) 

In this resignation, General Harrison evinced the true patriot- 
ism and disinterestedness which have always marked his con- 
duct. He would cheerfully have devoted his services to his conn- 
try, even in an appointment inferior to that which should have 
been assigned ^him — but he ivas too high principled to retain his 
rank, by yielding assent to a measure, which he considered to be 
subversive of military order and discipline; and though his own 
fortune had been shattered by the neglect of his private affairs, for 
the benefit of the public, yet he scorned to receive the pay and 
emoluments of his office, when he was no longer permitted to 
perform its duties actively and l^onorably. 

It would be difficult, at this period, to trace out the true mo- 
tives that induced the Secretary or War to the unjustifiable o<Mirse 
he pursued in this affair. Bat sf>i9e \iMfmi'^A^ of thoie events 



of tte wit in whiok he boie a {nrt« ^th a ilMft insight ialo hu- 
man nature, W4Miid «uggeat diat the leading camna irhi^ prompt^ 
ed him, were the tavj and jedomtyf which a narrMr minded mm 
urotdd naturally feel, on coailnBtvag his own feeble eflbrti» aad 
abortiTe attempts* with the eonsummate sUiU the brilliaat mla- 
ries, and the almost unifosm suecesses of another. That he had 
acted in an arbitrary and unwarrantable manner, was aflerwards 
clearly proved.*— And in ithe inyestigation which todk phice in 
Congress in the whiter ef 1^16rl7, it became so evMent that 
General Harrison had been treated with greajt ii^niAiee by the 
War Department, that a fesi^tioii giving him a g^ medal and 
the thanks of Congress^ was pdLssed^ with butane disaeatiftg voiee 
in both> honses of Ckmgfess. 

The leading events in the cunpa^pis of 1812*18^ the gallant 
deience of Fort Meigs, and the dednre Tietory of the Thames, 
are lasting memorials of Geoserd Hanrison's nnittary genius. Yet, 
for these isolated actions, he deaefinei'lar less praise than for the 
skillful operations and Fabian pdtey, whkh led to these and either 
successes. The prmient care and indeilBttigihle exertioas, by 
wliieh he provided for his army in a wild and devastated country; 
the promptness and niiweasied activil|y»vrith which he met and de* 
feated the schemes of his «staflDniet»**-and the ^dsncaUe sk^, 
with which he held in eheek an emooiy fer superior in nim^rs, 
and with a small foree protected an extended Une of frontier, and 
guarded the lives and property of ^KHisands -of his feUow !»ti- • 
zens-^teti^eaed a geaiqs df the lugheiit. i»der, with a vigorous 
mind constantly on the alert. 

Soon afler his resignation, in die snmmAr ^ Idli, Afar, Madi- 
s»a\ evinced his unabated confidenee in the abilities and integrhy 
o^ Gen. Harrison, by appointing him to tssai with the Indians, in 
conjunction with his old cempanions in arms. Gov. Shelby and 
Qen; Cass. Andin thefofiowung year^ ha was pbsed at the head 
ef another cbmmisstonfappointedr totted with the nei^thwest^B 
tribes. Theadvantageolis treatsls made in- boA these oases« af* 
forded new idstanees of ike nafealiag^eeess^ that has always at* 
tended Gen. Hanismtts neifo^tions^with the ledians. 

in 1816, he was eleotedf by a large majmritfr, a member ef the 
HssiM of repwanitaiives in Goh^essf inm. Ohio. In Jthie atatiMi 
he served, gready to his €f9fn honor, waA^lStm satisftolien of his 
constituedts, nntft mUk, vhmi; on .thi expnitssn e€ hiilenn ef 
serviee, he vras dwMi td^flm flbiMKef AeflMi^ I isfiolsm r s > 



ill 18d4, he was elected a Seiater of Die UnitM States, feont^ 
C^Oi While^serviiig in i3m h^ steHoii, be eoiKifiiaaded Yiiiiv«r<- 
sdi veapect. His. views as a statesemi wereliVieral and exteiKkid; 
his trenaiarkable rea^io^ss in debate soon rendered him a promkieai 
mslBbeiw^nd the nervous and impassioned eloquenest and ^ksr 
sls9i fdidtf of iUnslnrtioB, wi& which he enforeed his argumente 
gskied him mueh. influence. 

' la ISS89 he was appointed by Mr. Adsms Envoy Extraoiidi*' 
nary and Minister Plenipotenfiary te the> Republic of Columbia. 
He aecepted tbis appointmrntt, and repaired, without delay, to the 
scene of fai8^ duties, wh^re he was received with every demonste- 
tion of reiE^et He found this unhappy country in a deplorable 
condition— -the people ignorant of their rights, and ahnost in a 
state ot anarchy, and Bolivar i^iparently about to assume the des- 
potic power of a militsory dictator. Shocked with this sts^ef 
things, with the frankness of an old soldi^, he wrote his celebra- 
ted letter to Bolivar, from whidi, as We ,have not space for the 
whole letter, we t^^e the liberty of quoting the following ex- 
tim^ts:*— ^«I contend," said Oen. Harrison, *«that. die strongest of 
all govemmejtitB is that whkh is most free. We consider that of 
tfa^ United States as the strongest^ preeisdy because it is the 'most 
free. It possesses the beulties, efnaSy to protect itself from fmr^^ 
eign &»ee, or internal cenvidBion. In both it has been sufficiently 
tried. In no country im eartib, wonkl an armed oppomtioaite the 
• laws be sooner or more effeetaally put down. Not so nmch from 
the terrors of the guillotine and the gibbet, as from the aroused de- 
termination of the nation, exhibiting their str^igdi, and eon^neiag 
the factious that their cause was hopeless." * ^ * * . 

^«In bestowing tibe palm of merit, the world has become wiser 
than formerly. The suceessfiil warrior is no longer r^arded as 
entitled to the first -plaee in die tenipie of fame. Talente of this 
kind ha£Ve become too common, and too c^n used for misehiev- 
oits purposes, to be regarded as diey once were. In this enli^t^ 
ened age, the mere hero of the field, and ^ snooessfnl leader of 
armielEi, mey, for die moment, attract attention. But it will be 
such as is bestowed ott the passing meteor, whose bkze is no Ion*' 
ger iisiaeBibered, when It is no longer seen. To be esteemed 
emiiiendy great, it is neeesssry to be emiimady good. The^ml* 
ities of Ibe hero and diegeneml amst^l^ devoted to the adviantege 
of SMOrickid, lwfi»»hrwi& be pemHted to aitane the tide of dwir 
benefHo^a^, aiad dlS4iMtei ^Wj^ he w^i hold in their lege^ and 
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«^flfeetid9l8 will depend, not upKMi tbeiiiiiBber«iid(ifiBador.of4^ 
victories, bfot upon iA» reiii^ and the uae ke may ni^ke of'die 
influentie he acquittes hcfm ihem." 

«*If the fame of our Wasbifigton depended iipmi his;Blifilny 

• "achievements, would the common consent of the world idlow him 
-vthe pre-eminence he poflMiMMBS? The victoriea at Trenton, Mon* 

-month, and York, brilliant as they were, eiMbttinf as lliey oer- 
tainfty did, the highest grade ^ of military tidents, are scarcely 

' thought of. The source of the veneration and esteem which is 
oniertained for his character, by every desenf^tion of poUtioiaas, 
the monarchist and aristo<9rat, as wett as Hie repuUican* is to be 
foimd in his undevtating and exchtsive devotedness to the interest 
of his country. No sdb&sh consideration was ever suffered to in- 
trude itself into his mind. For his country be conqneied; and the 
nowivakd and increasing prosperity of thai coimtry is constantly 
adding fresh glory to his name!.'' 

We regret that our limits will not permit us to insert the whole 
of this vigorous and beantiiul preducUon. But the few passages 

^ we lunre quoted, contain a fair specimen at the noble sentimeats 

• which eharaeterize this letter, and give evidence of the pure repnb- 
iiean^ principles,'which have ever dJBtinguished diis eminent states- 
man. 

General Harrison remained in Colombia but a short time, bar- 
ing been recalled by the present administration, soon after it came 
into power. 

Since his return firom this misskm, he has lived in comparative 
retirement, in Ohio, the State of his adoption. With the most 
entknng opportunities of accumnlating weahh, dnring his long 
government of Indiana, and superintendence of Indian affairs, he 
acquired none; his honest and scrtrpulous integrity was proof 
against the golden temptations. His time and best energies ware 
devoted to the service of his country, and his own interests were 
ever, with him, a secondary consideration. He therefore retired 
without the spoils of office, and with only a competency barely 
sufficient for his support; but rich in a reputation undimmed by a 
single tarnish, and in the hon<Nr and respect of aU hia fellow citizens. 

General Harrison is now sixty-six years of age; but such h^ 

been the activity and temperate' befits <tf his past life» that be 

enjoys his mond and physieal energies in remarkable vigor. In 

' person he is tail and thin; bis features are irregular, but his eyes 

are dark, keen and penetrating; bis fiMPShead ia expanrnve; bia 



jyotfse k liigbly expremye of iftteUifwie^ a»d beaevoleiice* His 
manners are plain, frank, and un<wiiimiiig, and his di&|»e8kipi| is 
dMerfQ]^ kind, and geoeioufSt akayoet to a faiilt In his private 
ifttereoprse, he i» beloved aad estaeioied by all who know bim* 
hk ike varioiia civU and miM^ry ofiee^ ba has held, he haa^al^ 
iivya been moderate and ioibear&igi j^ 63tm aofd tsoe to hi0 txmU 
No oAer conim«»ier hae ever been OMure popular with our militia, 
and the true aeccet of this eamiotr be beHer explained than by hjis 
own reply, when asked how he gained this influence: '<By treat- 
ing them,'' said he, «*wilh affeotion and hsBdneae; by always reool- 
leeting ihat th^y were my fdbw cltoena, whoae. faeliuga I w^ 
bound to respect; and by sharing widi thieJii» on every ocaasion, 
^e hardships which they were obliged to ond^go.*' 

In the repuMiean institutiona of mur oountTy^ birth and paieqit- 
age are comparatively of very little iBqfNMrtsoiee; and no^candidate 
for pubBc favor can found thereon the slightest claim to the res* 
pect or the snpport of his- fellow etliaens. We have hapialy 
shaken off iiie thralling ptrejndices of Ihe old worjd^ and a tUle 
to office and honorable dbtinction is not widk us hereditary; but 
every man must earn his owa good naime) tad his claim <m the 
favor of the people, by his own good deeds. Yet, aware, as eve^ 
one must be, of the po#erfal influence oC early education, it is 
wovthy aS remark, as weU as patifying^ to know, (hat a e»ndidato 
for public office, in whom we feel an interest, passed all. thfi early 
years of his life with ihe brighestestaoiptos eonstantly before him; 
and under the parente^ tuition of one of those, illustrious patriots, 
whose memory is revered by ever tree Am^ean. It is pleasing 
to kbow, ^at his first political sentimimls were imbibed in a school 
of the purest republicaii principles. And when we trace up the 
career of this individual, ft'om the spring time of his youth, to the 
summer of his manhood and to the early autumn of his yeairs, and 
eee those principles closely adhrared to thsoughont, we can scacGe- 
ly resist the conviction, that his fhtoie eoiiise will hecimftistent 
wiih tile past; and that, with matuted abkMesi he will be still 
more conspicuous for his republican principles, his moderatkin in 
office, his firm intogrity, and his extended and enlightened views 
as a statesman. Such were ihe eaily aduanti^s of WMam 
Henry Harrison; such has been his coufse tbus far through life; 
and such is now the bright promise, to a realmtion of which we 
'may safely look fbrwardt should the people see fit to place hu9i 
in office. 



l*h« fUends of Qenenl Harndon fomid na claim on his militaiy^ 
services. His own sentiments on this subject we haye akeady 
ijuoted; and his friends wtmld scorn, as mach as he wonld, any at- 
tempt to dazzle a singleone of hislellow citizens by the glory of his 
militaiy renown, brilliant though it be. They would point rather 
to his numerous civil services, in the forty years he has devoted 
to his country; to tiie various and important offices he has so ably 
filled; in The territorial governments, in the Legislature of his own 
State, and in the House of Representatives and Senate of the Uni- 
ted States; and to the high order of abilities displayed in. his 
si^eeches In Oongresff, in his public aets, and in liis , v(4umincma 
puMic correspondence. And we here take occasion to say, that 
all his letters and public papers have been exclusively written by 
himself; and that so far from his having called in the mental aid 
of another, to fwpaxe his meesagts and dispatches^ as som/e of 
>our distinguished men Ymre condescended to do, he has never 
even employed an aiftanuensis, to perform the manual labor of his 
' correspondence. His ruling principles through life, appear to 
have been, an ardent love for his country, and an earnesi desire 
to serve her best interests; with a devotion to the pure republican 
maxims of the Revolution, always unwavering and consistent: 
unlike the scheming politicians of a more modem school, w|xose 
own iuitereat is the polar star that guides them, whatever may b<e- 
dide their country. 

Widi tried patnotasm, with abilities of the highest order, .with 
integrity pure z4 the unsuUi^ snow, and with die truest republi- 
can principles, William Henry Harrison is now before his fellow- 
citizens, as a candidate for the highest office in their gift. In the 
long coivao of his j^blie life, he has always been ^ staunch advo- 
cate of popular rights, and is therefore tndy the cai^idate of the- 
people, tie cdmes befbre them, not with a crowd of pampei^d 
and still-grasping officials to inteigue and bribe for him, but. with 
the noUo frankness ^ an honoraUe and high-minded ma&9 wiUii^ 
artd desirous to bo judged impartially by hi6 fettaiv ettmna* Mdl 
ready to abide by their honest deeisieji. 



APPENDIX. 



Thb fdUdwing correspondence was called out in consequence 
of remarks relative to the character and conduct of Qeneral Har- 
rison,, made by members <^ the Hoime of Representattvii of the 
9m^ of Ohio, in Afiir f^boesoa the floor of thai Hoiw.- A^l^ter 
w»i «ddi|MnB(9d to oach of the geotlaopien, whose repUes are given 
MoWt by a member of the House who heard the remarks, stat- 
ing their substance, and requesting from each a statement of the 
&ct8 which fell within his personal knowledge, respectively. The 
high ^araetor of the geiitleni^ whose statement have ihaf'beeir 
oh»aiiMiJ> (one of whom haa been a uniform and profiunont aap* 
4l0i|e»r-of m<» last and psesent Administxatiyoas of the Getmrd. Gov- 
emment,) is such as to put the facts to which they bear testimony, 
entui^y beyond doubt. 



WoihmgUm, Ky,, %Uh Feb,, 1840. 
Dbar 8iai— -Your letter of the 17th inst. reached me to-day by 
Hhe Southern mail, marked ** mis-sent, forwarded.'* This will 
account for your not having my answer at an earlier day. You 
Imra been oocceetly iirfonaed &at << I was in Ae. batde of the 
Tbii«n^s» wA aoar the peison^of Gener^ Handsoat &(Mii the com- 
jpBiteement to the termination of the engagement, and that I per- 
sonally know what pait General Harrison took in it.^ I had the 
honor to act as a volunteer Aid-de-camp to General Harrtsoh, dur- 
ing Ihe active operalioims <^ that campaign ; and wl»AI na tHDe 
flum Aan five miButea outoC siffiht of i^iHt on the 4siy id the bat- 
^ iintil afbr the surrender of the Biitish Army, 9jj4 retread of the 
Indians. Yoi| say, ^* It has be<en avowed on the floor of the House 
of Representatives (of Ohio) now in session by members in tiieir 
-places, that General Harrison was at no tinfe in the batde, nor 
tivilMnMroniilesof diOlmttlegrottBid; Anithe entire |d«Df of opera- 
tion was projected by Col. Rv M< Jolnison ; thathe led the troops 
OB to conquest, and that General Harrison had neither part or lot 
in Uie matter." From the reckless character <^ the attacks made 
upon General Harrison, through the prostituted and pensioned 
proM devoted to the support of the present adminiatration, it is not 
•srpriaing that that portion of its supporters, who read nothing else 
but die papers devoted to the re-election of Mn Van Buren and 
abuse of General Harrison, should make such statements ; but that 
« Biomber of a legislative body, who from, his station ought to be 



^UMittof infimMtiofi, and a geatLemflOH sboftdd be «o ignorant of 
tbfi btfttory (rf one of the most ioiportaat battUs of the late war, or 
«o ttfcterly regardless of troth, as to make such a statement, is truly 
astoaisliu^;. Every member of your Legislature has? I presumer 
read G^eral Harrison's official account of the batde ofi the Thames^ 
and wanton and unprincqpled as have been the misrepresentations 
of Genend Harrison's military character and eonduct, I have naw, . 
(after a lapse of upwards of twenty*8is: years,) for the first time 
heard the intimation that his account of it was in any particular 
4intrue. In that paper^ General Harrieron states correcuy the posi' 
tlon he oecupied at the eommencement of the action ; and he might 
have staled, with equal troth, that he in person gave the word of 
•eonkipand to the mounted Regim^t to << charge :" and that he ad- 
vaneed with it, until it received the enemy's fire, and then passed 
rapidly to the left, where the Indians still obstinately maintained 
the fight Suoh, sir, I aver to be die facts, and feel perfectly con- 
fident ^t General Cass ( who was in the battle ), and General 
Harrison's other Aids-de-camp, will unhesitatingly sustain me in 
the atatement; and it happems that they are all yet alive. One 
<tf them, Col. John O'FaUon, resides at St. Louis, Missouri; and 
Ae others, Cds. Charles S. Todd, and John Speed Smith, at Shel- 
byviUe and Richmond, in this State. As to the statement, that 
**^ the entire plan of operations was projected by CoL Johnson,^' ir 
is like the charge that General Harrison was at no time in die bat-* 
tie, &or within two miles of the batde ground, /obe, utterhf falae. 
The idea of charging the enemy wit£i the mounted men, was ex- 
clusively General Harrison's, t was present when he first an- 
nonneed it, and know that Col. Johnson was then at the head of his 
command, and was not consulted on the subject, until afWr Gen- 
eral Harrison had expressed his determihadon to make the charge : 
and if it ia intended to state, that the operationcF of the campaign,, 
or the order of battle, was projected by CoL Johnson, it is equsmy 
untrae ; and I am very confident that he has not and never wiU 
give Ihe slightest sanction to such statements, as you say have 
been made 1^ members of your House of Representatives. 

You have my permission, sir, to make such use of this letter, 
as you maylfaifik proper. 

RespectfoUy, your obt. serv't. 

JOHN CHAMBERS. 



Washington, 28/A Feb., 1840. 
DxAB 8n^<*-Siaoe writing to you, in answer to your letter of 
^e 17th inat, it has occurred to me that a principal object of the 
falsehoods, relative to General Harrison, which have found propa- 
IStAoa on the floor of the Ohio Hopse of Representatives, must be 
to make the impression that he is a eoward; and tho^ you do not 
atate in your letter, the cause asi^pied by his slanderers for his 
aOe^aft alNMBO ttm the commM^Ua army at the battle of the 
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Thames, I premane n& mollte Ibv it leei charilible thAn rfieer 
cowardice would have been impiited by oae ea^pable of toek mk- 
lepresentation of his condact Btrt whatever nay be the aiMged 
inducement for the conduct attribtrted to him, ihe relation ki whi«h 
I then stood to him, and my knowledge of what hie aetnal eonduet 
was, imposes on me the duty I have performed, of pronouncing the 
okargefalBe; and I trust you will pardon me for snggesling the 
propriety, ( if an appropriate occasion presents itself, or can be 
made in open session, ) of demanding of the members of your 
House, who have made the charge, the authority upon which they 
made it ; whether from their own knowledge or observation, or 
upon the information of others ; and if upon the information of 
others, their names and residence. The ori^nal inventors of the 
falsehood ought to have the advantage of all the celebrity it is cal- 
culated to give them. 

On the subject of General HarrisonV personal bravery, is it not 
very remarkable, if he is a coward, that none of the gallant officers 
or soldiers who served with him under General Wayne, or those 
who fought under his command at Tippecanoe, at Fort Meigs and 
the Thames, discovered his cowardice ; and that die' (fiscoveiy 
should have remained to be made by some scurvy politician of the 
present day? for I will venture to predict, that no officer, or sol- 
dier, of respectability, who served with him or underhis command, 
can be found to ** take the responsibility ** of charging him widi 
cowardice. In connection with this subject, permit me to relate a 
fact, which occurred in my presence, aiid which is calculate to 
give some idea of the character of General Harrison's pretensions 
to firmness and disrcmrd of personal danger: On die oay preced- 
ing the battle of the Thames, when his army approsLched the last 
right-hand fork of the river, ( called, I think, MacGregor's fork, ) 
General Harrison, accompanied by Commodore Perry and his Aids* 
de-camp, rode forward to examine the bridge which crossed the 
mouth of the stream, and which the enemy had partially destroyed ; 
ai.d while viewing it, several hundred Indians, (under the com- 
mand of Tecumsey as we learned afterwardis) who were concealed 
at some cabins called Chatham, and in the bushes on the opposite 
side of the stream, commenced a brisk fire upon the little party 
in the midst of which General Harrison was. At that moment a 
dismounted company of Col Johnson's Regiment, commanded by 
Oapt Benjamin Warfield, who now resides in the neighborhood of 
Lexington, in this State, came up ; the fire of the Indians was so 
severe, as to induce the gallant Perry to expostulate earnestly with 
. General' Harrison against the exposure of his person to such a fire 
when no good could result firom it : but the General coolhr replied, 
diat He could not set the example of retiring from the nte of the 
enemy. The Artillery came up in a few minutes, and opened 
a fire upon the cabins^ about which the Indians weri^ concealed, 
and Cftpt. Warfield; crossing with his company upon^thetimbenu 
of the bridge to charge them^ tiiey ran oC 

Respectfblly, your obt ietirt, JOHH CWiAfBEBS^. 

IKosBs B. Conwiii, Etf ., Colnmbus, Ohio. 
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St. Louis, Feb. 26th, 1840. 

Ho». Mosss B. Corwxn: Sir, — Your favor of the 17th inst. is ' 
Ju9t reeeive4» and I lo^e no time ia giving it acknowledgment* 
Yo9> request. n\e 4o communicate the information I possess in rela- 
tion to the military conduct of Gener4 Harrison at the battle of the 
Thamest tbe arrangements for th^ battle, the position of the troops, 
^ well as of the General, during the engagement, together with 
aoy other knowledge I have touching his military character. 

In reply, I submit the following statement : At the battle of the 
Thames, CeL Charles S. Todd, afterwards Inspector General of 
the North*western Army, and myself, were the regular Aids-de-^ 
Ncamp of General Harrison. Majors John Chambers and John 
Speed Smith, were the volunteer Aids. The batde, as is well 
k|iowa» took place on the right bank of the river Thames^near the 
Moravian village. A short distance from this place, and whilstour 
troops were in rapid pursuit of the enemy. General Harrison re* 
reived information from an advanced party, that the British and 
Indian forces had halted, and seemed to be awaiting us for battle. 
When within half a mile of the enemy, after the American forces 
were formed in the order of battle. Gen. Trotter's brigade in front; 
CJoL P^uFs regulars, with the artillery, near his right ; C(d. John- 
son's mounted Regiment on the left of Trotter as a reserve, and 
4he residue of the Kentuoky Volunteers coyering the left flank and 
rear ; Col. Wood of the Engineer Corps^ who by order of Greneral 
Harrison, had approached, unobserved by them, sufficiently near 
the frontline of the enemy to ascertain their position and the order 
in whiph Aey were drawn up, reported that the British Troops, in 
order to occupy the high ground between the river and the swamp 
parallel to it, were drawn up in extended, or open order between 
these points ; the Indians, on their right, occupying the swamp and 
ground beyond it. General Harrison, without one moment's de- 
lay or the slightest embarrassment, formed his purpose. I was 
within a few feet of him, when the report of Col. Wood was made; 
and he instantly remarked that he would make a novel movement 
by ordering Col. Johnson's mounted regiment to charge the line 
^ the British liegulara^ which thus drawn up, contrary to the 
habits »nd usage of that description of troops, always accustomed 
4o the touch, could be easily penetrated and thrown into confusion 
by the spirited, charge of Col. Johnson's Regiment. With a view 
to this intended charge. Col. Johnson's command was ordered to 
the front, support ed in his rear as a reserve by Gen. Trotter's Bri-^ 
gade. I know that all the arrangements, and every movement of the- 
troops during the battle, were made by the order of General Har- 
rison^ whose position at the commencement of the action was just 
in rear of Col. Johnson's command, and mainly afterwards near 
the crotchet formed by the junction of Johnson's left, with the 
£entu<^y Volunteers, drawn up on the edge and m front of the 
fkW9mi^l Si fOjiition considered by aU as me most exposed and 
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'dangeTOUH «riibtii the lines of oiir army, and wbere the batde wmp 
warmly contested by the Indianis, until they discovered the surren- 
der of the whole British regular force : the happy result of the 
novel and skillful movement, most gallantly perfoimed hy OoL 
Johnson and his 'brave associates ; but eoneeived, plemnid and 
directed by General Harrison, whose superior military judgmtent 
and ready skill neither needed nor received any aid. 

After the return of the Army to Detroit, that brave veteran, ^t 
just, good and pure citizen, the late Gov. Shelby, on hearing read 
General Harrison^s report of the battle, remarked in |my presence 
and with much emphasis, that the report did him (Gov. Shelby) 
more than justice, and that to General Harrison alone was due the 
credit of the order of battle, the tdhoie of the arrangements and 
plans which he (Gov. S.) had contributed to carry out to the best 
of his abilities. 

At the coHHneocement of the battle of Tippecanoe, when the 
first gun was fired at our advanced picket, I was at the tent of 
General Harrison, who l^as then up at the fire. I had an impor- 
tunity to observe his manner ; he was cool and eol/ec^ec?, and every 
movement Of his countenance, and every word he uttered aC^ that 
trying momeht, perhaps the most embarrasing in the life of a sn^ldier 
denoted the highest oider of personal courage. He mounted^his 
horse instantly^ and accompanied by hiis staff, hastened in the di- 
rection of the line first attacked. A part of this line, unable to 
withstand the fierce and desperate onset of the Indians, the Gen- 
eral met retiring within our lines in some disorder and confusion,, 
closely pressed by the Indians, some of whom were in the midst 
of them. General Harrison led in person a company of the 4th 
Iitfantry to the breach ; and such was the effect of lus bold and 
fearless behaviour, and so great was the confidence of his army ia 
his ability to conduct them to victory, that his presence and voice 
at once rallied the retreating detachment, and they took position 
at a point equally exposed, where half of their number, if not 
more, were either killed or wounded; The battle commenced at 
about 3 o^ clock in the morning, during a slight rain, and the attack; 
became general within ^ve minutes afterwards, and continued unttr 
the dawn of day; when by an almost general charge, the Indians 
broke and fled before our bayonets. The Dragoons afterwards 
proceeded to their village and burnt it. During the battle, Generat ' 
Harrison was seen wherever danger was the most imminent, wher^ 
ever the fight was the thickest. His Aid, Col. Owen, was kitted; 
at his side, and almost at the same moment a ball passed throt^ 
the GeneraPs hat, grazing his head. TTtere was not a spot within 
our lines secure from the shot of the enemy. On this, as on every 
other occasion within my observation. General Harrison^s conduct 
was that of a brave, and skilful commander ; always calm and* cool 
in his manner, and wholly indifferent to his personal safety, pos- 
sessing the peculiar faculty of at once discerning whatever w«w 
wanting, and of promptly applying the remedy. A single tni^attt 
of vascillation or imeertein^ of purpose; the sl%lilnt ttmm of 



WKve^c btiUatioB k mind, in the etit^ said q»paUifig p^rkide c^ 
the l^attle, waold have been diaaBtirou« to his army. After the luer 
t]«0, tjbere seemed to be a universal ^o^ission by the officers and 
aoU^m of the anny, that thete was not another officer in the battle^ 
ca{rabk of having prevented a defeat and general massa(»e. AH 
seemed to regard General Harrison as their deliverer from the In* 
dian scalping knife. 

A<Msording to my. best recollections, Fort Meigs wm cannonadedy 
^y aiid mght, v^ith but little intermission for about eleven days. 
Shortly after its commencement. Major Chambers*, of the British 
Axmy^ wan admitted into the stockade, the bearer from General 
Pioetw of an iftvitatian to surrender the garrison with Uie honors 
oi waTv on the ground that so £ttnallaforoe, about 1,000 men, could 
neyt sustain themselves agaii^at /<mr times their mmbtTj the ea- 
timated British and Indian force. General Hanison^t once rejected 
iodignaatly thispitoposition, replying to the insult in terms worthy 
<»f his. hif^ phaioeter. Both day and night, during the siege, Gen- 
eral Harrison was noiost active, observing every movemen^t of the 
anemy»aiid evincing his usual coolness, (Utuntless couragOr and his 
hippy readiness to perceive and apply every incident to his advan- 
tage. He succeeded in accomplishing every plan and movement 
nrhefe his oilers were ob^fed. I recollect not one instance to the 
contrary* The detachment under Col. Dudley, effected, in'part, 
the object intended, in driving the British Troops from their posi- 
tion ; bat they disobeyed orders in not spiking the enemy's can- 
non, destroying their ammunition, and thereupon immediately 
recroSMDg the river to the main army. The two sorties on the 
scmih side of the riv^,su;id on the same day, planned and exttuted 
ander oideis from General Harrison, were eminently successful, 
reffiRlting in the objects designed, forcing the British to raise the 
siege of Fort Meigs. That conducted by the brave and accom- 
pUi^ied officer^ then Col. John MiUer, now a Representative in 
Congress from Missouri, intended to destroy a sunken battery, 
that had annoyed ns very seriously, by enfilading our rear line of 
packets, as well as toprevent the dmost entire Indian force, then 
inves^ng the fort on that Mde of the river, from . co-operating wi& 
die British against Dudley's attaok, made at the same time, on the 
eppesilB side, considering the very great disparity between onr 
* fosee and that of the enemy i being as £our to one, was, I must lie 
dibwed to say, one of the montf brilliant afiairs of the last war. ' 
Geo. Winchester's movement to the river Raisin, where he was 
defeated, was in disobedienee of General Harrison's order, which 
reiiaiied him to pioeeed to the Rajads of the Manmee of tibe LaJ^, 
and to remain there for further orders. 

I havaextended my iemarbi beyond what I designed, whc^ I 
eomaiAiieed, faaiyiMi wSl.pmeive my object, was tofive a Adland 
satisfli^lQry answer to yonr intexrogatoriea. I aver* that on every 
eocaeion, when GUmeral Harrison commended, he ever disregaided 
peiMHidi dan^ and si^srifiee, in the ^rformanee et doty, exhihil- 
ing aB Ae tee foalttiee.^ a d«i»^lesa«Qldier, e^nhiMil widithose 
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of H tf^titedt flkiKtfuU ds^d mtmi able Qeneral. W^y,«»4fci6 wmoitr 
period, when death has swept away so many memoriais of Qett* 
end Hitrrison's intrepidity and excelienee, should the poisoned 
spirit of political envy, attempt thus to tarnish the hand Mimed 
laurels of the veteran soldier, who, in public, as in private life^ 
his lived »♦ without fear and toithotd repr^aeh'i" 

This, Sir, is what I have to say of General Harrison. I doubt 
whether there is another liviiig who has possessed equal opportuni- 
ties with myself, of forming a correct opinion of Geneiai Haiti- 
sbn's military character. I served under him the greater part of 
the period he was in active service, hear his person ; eemraenciiig 
with the Tippecanoe expedition, and continuing to its terminatioii ; 
rejoining his army in the £&11 of 1812, at Franklintoa, Ohio, wbere^ 
immediately on my arrival, I became a member of his military fiimi- 
ly, asSecretaryt In the winter of 1812 and 1813, was i^potntedhni 
Acting Deputy Adjutant General ; and in May 1818, immedQ^y 
after Uie siege of Fort Meigs his Aid-de-camp, whic^s^tien I held 
to the close of his military service. And in oonclusion, I cas 
safely say, that I never m my life, saw a braver man in battle, one 
mere collected, prompt and fall of resources, than Geneiral WillUm 
Henry Harrison. 

I have the honor to be, with great respeet, yomr most obt servt» 

J.O'PALLON. 



Cincinnati, tMk fk^mmry, 1840. 

Dear Sir^— -Tour letter, of the 17th inst, was forwarded, under 
cover, to Major Chambers, at Washington, Kentucky, and sent 
by him to my residence after 1 left home, which must be my 
apology for the delay of this answer. 

I can state that you have been correctly informed that <'I was^m: 
the battle of ^e Thames, and tiear the person of General HsorriseoK, 
from the commeneement to the termination <tf idne engagemettt* 
aaaid that I personally know what part Creneral Harrnon todt in 
it*' I was a Captain in the army of the United States, aad had 
the honor to act as areguls^ Aid-de-Camp to Cton. Bamscm, durittf 
the aetive operations «of the dampaign, after the capture of iSm Brit^ 
ish fleet; and was by his side in the battle of. ^e Thames, with 
the exception of the time when, aftef the captom of the BnMsh 
tibops, he directed me to pfin^ to Gov. Shdby, iad order him 
tabrtng up Simri^rs Regiment and rmitforee that portioii of lohnr 
sotK^s Regiment and the left of TrotterNs Brigade^ whjish was pnesed 
by the Indian foroe. 

You say ««it has been openly avowedon^ floor of^die Hoase 
of Representatives of Ohio, notr in session, by mmaibeMift tlMir 
s plaoes, that General Harrison was at no time in 4iie bsMloi rmt 
witiiiii two n^es 6f the battle grotuid; that the entire i^ of openh> 
tioBS was projei^ted^ by Col. B. M. Johnson ; that he wd the troops 
to congest, aedft iSiittaieiMWsl HkseA^^n haA'M flirt or tot? m tfi« 
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tnatter.'* From my personal knowledge of the plan and events of 
ihat battle, I have no hesitation in stating, that these declarations in 
rela^tion to General Harrison's position and conduct in that battle, 
are destitute of any foundation in truth. General Harrison has 
correctly stated, in his report to the War Department, the position 
he occupied just before the co:i.mencement of th» action ; and 
lie might have added, that he in person gave the word of command 
to the mounted Regiment to "charge" — he having, with his Aids- 
de-Camp, passed from the right of the front line of infantry, to 
the right of the front of the mounted column, and not only ordered 
the charge to be made by pronouncing the word, but called upon 
his Aids to repeat and pass the word along the line. I was close 
by his side, and he was so near the enemy, that their fire cut down 
fhe leaves and twigs of the trees just above our heads. 

As soon as the British troops had surrendered, and afler I had 
been sent to Gov. Shelby with the order already adverted to, 
General Harrison passed to the point where the Indians were an- 
noying the left, and personally directed the operations in that 
quarter, to the close of the action. I met Gov. Shelby, bringing 
np Simrall'^s Regiment, he having anticipated the General's wishes 
as to that movement. In this way. Gov. Shelby and General Har- 
rison with his Aids, met at the point where the Indiabs had made 
Aeir most desperate effort, and from which they soon after re- 
treated. 

The first ajrangement for the battle, as well as the subsequent 
change, which was predicated upon the important information ob- 
tained by the military eye of CoL Woody was planned alone by 
General Harrison. The execution of this subsequent plan, was 
confided to the Regiment commanded by CoL R. M. Johnson, 
who led in person the 2d Battalion, aided by Major Thompson ; 
which, in its extension to the left, brought some portion of it in 
contact with the Indian line. The 1st Battalion was led by tit. 
Col. James Johnson, aided by Major Payne. This Battalion, 
to the right of the front of which General Harrison and his staff 
advanced, and where he personally gave the word "charge,*' cap- 
tared the British line, and having thus turned the Indian left, im- 
cided the fate of the day. , 

You are at liberty to make such use of this letter as you 
« may think proper, ' , 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

C. S. TODD. 

MosES B. CoRwiN, Eso. 

House of Representatives, Columbus^ Ohio. 



Siehmond, March 6, 1840. 
* Sir,— Your letter of the Itth ult. was received on yesterday, in 
which you state, that " it has been openly avowed that General 
Harrison was at no time in the battle of the Thames, nor within 
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two miles of the battle ground — that the entire plan of operations 
was projected by Col. H. M.Johnson — that he led the troops on 
to conquest, and that General Harrison had no part nor lot in the 
matter." My humiliation is deep, that a necessity should exist, 
produced by party rancor, to prove facts attested by history for 
more than a quarter of a century, and which have never before 
been questioned. That ignorance and credulity abound to an ex- 
tent, to render such baseless assertions available, bespeaks a la- 
mentable state of public intelligence, and portends no good to the 
republic. 

That Col. Johnson led the van, and brought on the battle, is true; 
that he behaved with the utmost gallantry, is also true ; but your 
letter contains the first suggestion which has ever reached me, that 
"the entire plan of operations was projected by . him." The 
magnanimity of Colonel Johnson, will repudiate, with proud in- 
dignation, such an effort to cluster additional laurels upon his 
brow, thus unjustly torn from the brow of his General. Colonel 
Johnson received orders, as to the form and manner of charge, from 
General Harrison in person, in the face and almost in sight of 
the enemy. The General was with the Regiment when the charge 
was sounded. As Johnson moved to the charge, the General 
started for the line of Infantry, which was drawn up in order of bat- 
tle« He had not gone far, before turning to me, (and to the best of 
my recollection, I was the only one of his Aids then with him,) he 
said, * 'Pursue Col. Johnson with your utmost speed — see the ef- 
fect of his charge, and the position of the enemy's Artillery, and 
return as quickly as possible." Having executed this order as 
promptly as practicable, I met him on my return, pressing forward 
with the front of th^ infantry. Upon reporting, that Col. Johnson 
had broke the enemy's line — that they were surrendering, and that 
their cannon was in our po3session»-he exclaimed, in an animated 
tone, "Come on my brave fellows. Proctor and his whole army will 
soon be ours." Soon after this, an officer, (I believe the late Judge 
John McDowell, of Ohio,) rode up and reported, that the left wing, 
at or near the crotchet, was suffering severely, and in great disorder. 
This commumcation was made in , the hearing of the soldiers. — 
The General contradicted the latter part of the statement in the 
most emphatic mannei>— but giving order to the next in command 
to push forward, he dashed with the messenger to the indicated 
point of conflict and confusion, and found the contest pretty close 
and severe. A portion of Johnson's Regiment, owing to the im- 
practicability of the ground for horse, had dismounted, and was 
fighting on foot and mingled with the infantry*— which had been, 
to some extent, the cause of the confusion. Order was sooii re- 
stored, and the left wing closed to the front, (which formed the 
crotchet,) under the personal supervision of Greneral Harrison. In 
the mean time, some of our soldiers were shot within less than 
ten feet of tlie General; for the conflict here was sharp and ani? 
mated, and continued so for some time. With the exception of the 
charge made by Col. Johnson^s Regiment, General Harrison was 
in the most exposed and dangerous parts of the battle. 
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It is due to the occasion to relate the following incident: The 
day before the battlie, &e army was impeded in its march by the 
destruction of a bridge across a branch of the Thames, up which 
it was moving, at ortiear the mouth of the branch. Col. Johnson 
had been ordered to cross this stream at some mills, two or three 
miles above the mouth. The road led him by the bridge. A por- 
tion of his regiment had a brush with'a party of Indians, posted in 
cabins, on the opposite side of the Thames and the branch, and 
also under the thick covert along their banks, to dispute the passage 
of the stream, and harass all attempts to repair the bridge. As soon 
as the firing was heard, the General hurried to the scene of action, 
accompanied by a portion of his family, of which Commodore 
Perry was one. When I arrived, I found General Harrison, Com- 
modore Perry and other officers, (I think General Cass was one,) 
in an open piece of ground, near the bridge. Col. Johnson had 
passed, and a small portion of his Regiment, previously dismount- 
ed, under the command of Capt Benjamin Warfield, and some In- 
fantry which had hurried up, were carrying on the skirmii^. Maj. 
Wood had been ordered up with a small piece of artillery. Com- 
modore Perry urged General Hslrrison to withdraw, as he was too 
muph exposed for the Commander-in-Chief. If I mistake not. 
Gen. Cass united with the Commodore, and offered to remain and 
see his orders executed. The General, with Perry and the residue 
of his suit, started off; but General Harrison went but a few steps 
and returned, and retained his position near the cannon, until the 
Indians were dislodged and driven, the bridge repaired, and the 
army put in motion to cross. During this whole time he was as 
much or more exposed than the soldiers, being on horseback all the 
while. The Commodore afterwards remonstrated with him against 
this unnecessary exposure, observing, ''that in open sea he could 
stand fire tolerably well, but there was no fun in being shot at by 
a concealed enemy. The General justified his ci)nduct by saying 
''the general who commands Republican volunteers, in whose ranks 
the best blood of the country is to be found, must never think of 
his own safety, at least until l^is troops become familiar with his 
disregard of personal danger.'' Hardihood itself has never denied 
Perry's courage. Chambers and Todd of Kentucky, and OTal- 
lon of Missouri, the other Aids of General Harrison at the battle 
of the Thames, are still living, and can give you additional facts, 
if required. 

Although it is not in direct response to any part of your letter, 1 
must be permitted to say, that my intercourse with General Harri* 
son left the conviction on my mind, that he was a gentleman, a 
soldier,a nd a patriot, and I deprecate most sincerely, the injustice 
attempted to be done him by a portion of that party with which I ' 
have alwaysvoted. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

your obedient servant, 

J. SPEED SMITH. 
M, B. Co&wiNi. EiqL 
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We oertify, that we have carefully compared the letters a» above 
printed, with the originals, and that they are true copies thereof. 
The original letters can be seen by calling on Moses B. Corwuiy 
Esq. of Urbana, Champaign Co. Ohio, to whom they weve 
directed. Alfred Kellby, 

, N. M, Miller, 

F. Stewart, 
Robert NeiLt 
Lyne Starlixg, jr. 
John L. Miner, 
John W. Andrews, 
LF'Wis Heyl, 
State Central Committee.. 
ColumbuSf OhiOf March2\^ 1840. 



. In addition to tbe above authorities,' the (blK)wingf it from military ofii* 
cers who were present on the ground, at the battle of Tippecanoe: 

^^The battle of Tippecanoe having terminated a campaign which led u& 
to Victory and honor, it is with pain we behold aspersions in the public 
prims aiming to destroy the cqnfiaence of our country in our late Command- 
er-in-chief. ■ 

^'Gov. Harrison having relinouished the command of the army lately em-r 
ployed against the Indians, and pobably as an officer left us forever, the 
present statement cannot be attributed to servile flattery, but to the true 
and honest expression of our real sentiments in favor of a General whose 
talents, military science and patriotism^ entitle him to a high rank among 
■ the worthies of the Union; and whom we consider injured by the grosa 
misrepresentations of the ignorant and designing, who are alike inimical to 
.the best of Governments and the best of men. 

^^We, therefore, deem it a duty to state as incontestible facts that the 
Commander-in-c'hief, throughout the campaign, and in the hour. of battle, 
proved himself the soldier and the General; that on the night of the action^ 
oy his order, we slept on our arms, and rose on our posts; that, notwith- 
standing the darkness of the night, and the most consummate savage cun- 
ning of the enemy in eluding our sentries, and in rapidly rushing tnrough 
tbe guards, we were not found unprepared^ that few of them were able t^ 
enter our canip, and those few doomed never to return; that in pursuance 
of his orders, which were adapted to every emergency, the enemy were de- 
feated with a slaughter almost unparalleled among savage.-'. Indeed, one 
sentiment of confidence, respect, and affection towards-the Commander-in- 
chief, pervaded the vvhole line of the army, which any attempt to destroys, 
we shall consider an insult to our understanding, and an injury to our feel- 
ings. Should our country again require our services, to oppose a civilized. 
or savage foe, we should march under the command of. Gov. Harrison with- 
the njoat perfect contidence of victory and fame. 

Joel Cook, Captain ith Infantry, 

JbsiAH Snei^ling, Captain iih United States Infantry. . 

R. C. Barton, Captain Uh Infantry. 

O. G. BtfRTON, Lieutenant ith Infantry, 

Nathaniel P. Adams, fAeutenant Ath Infantry.. 

Charles Fuller, Lieutenant ith Infantry. 

A. Hawkins, Lieutenant 4th Infantry. 

George Goodtng, 'M Lieutenant 4th Infantry. 

H. fliTRCBSTEAD, Ensiff*i 4th United States Infantry. . 

Jk^iAH p. Foster, Surgeon 4th Infantry. 

AossA Blood, .Assistant Surgeon 4tih iS^antry.^^ 



In the Legislatura of Itedbiia^ on the 13th Novembor, 1811, the Spetker 
of the House of ReprtsentitiTee, Gen. Wm. Johnson, thns addressed Gen- 
€r»l Harrison : ' 

^*Sib; The House of Representatives of the Indiana Territory, in their 
own name^ and in behalf of their constituents, most eordially reciprocate 
the eongraturstioDS of YOUr Bzcellency on the glorious result of the late 
sanguinary conflict wiln (he Shawnee Prophet, and the tribes of Indians 
eonfederated with him. When we see displayed in behalf of our country, 
not qnly the conanm mate abilities of the General, but the heroism of the 
man; and when we take into view the benefits which must result to that 
country from those exertions, we cannot for a moment withhold our meed 
of applause.'^ 

And lastly, what said James Madison, in a special message to Congress, 
December It^ 1811 f He said : 

^^ While it 18 deeply lamented that so many yaluable lives have been lost 
in the action which took place on the 7th ultimo^ CongreM will see, with 
satisfaction, the dauntless 8[)irit and fortitude victoriously displayed by 
every description of the troops engaged, as well as the collected firmness 
which distinguished their commander, on an occasion requiring the utmost 
exertion of valor and discipline. It may reasonably be expected that the 
good effects of a critical defeat and dispersion of a combination of savages 
which appears to have been spreading to a greater extent will be expe- 
rienced, not on!y in the cessation of the murders and depredations commit- 
ted on our frontier, but in the prevention of any hostile incursions other- 
wise to have been apprehended. 
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After the declaration of War, — "James Madisoit, in his Messaffe to Con- 
ess, November 1813, said : ' An ample force from the States of Kentucky, 
_hio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, is placed, with the addition of a few regr 
ulars, under the command of Brigadier General Harsisoit, who possesses 
the entire confidence of his fellow-soldiers, among whom are citizens, some 
of them volunteers in the ranks, not less distinguished by their political 8ta<> 
tions than by their personal merits.' '' 

• The defence of Fort Meigs may fairly be considered as one of the-most 
brilliant and extraordinary erents which distinguished the late war; that 
work of defence, consisting of a mud embankment and an enclosure of 
piquets, was defended triumphantly and suscessfully by about one thousand 
men, for many days, against the attack of Proctor, who commanded an ar- 
my of British and Indians, at least four times the number of Harrison's, and 
well furnished for the siege. Such were the skill, the bravery, and the in- 
defati^ble efibrts of General Harrison — such was the success of the repeat- 
ed sallies he made, that be compelled the enemy to abandon the siege in 
despair. 

One incident is worth mentioning, that, on the second day of the attack. 
Proctor sent an officeT with a-flaa; to demand the surrender of the post, on. 
the grounds that the American forces were too weak to sustain the siege 
against his overwhelming force, and Genera] Proctor was anxious to save 
the effusion of blood. General Harrison promptly replied : 

"If General Proctor knows the usages of war, as 1 am bound to believe 
be does, be must either have considered me ignorant of them, or he must 
have intended an insult. It was his duty to make the demand before he 
commenced firing on the works. But, sir, said he, go back and tell your 
General that I know my own force and his, and that I shall defend the 
works to the last extremity. Tell him, further, that if he ever possesses 
(he fort, he shall obtain it tn a way that will give him VMre honor in the estt- 
mationofhiM Gove/mnttnt than he eould receive from a thoutand turren- 
ders*^^^J}aieson'*s Life of Harrison^ p, 393. 
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JBaitle cf the Thames. 

** A mofe abte disposition could not be made under such circumstances' 
than, was made by General Harrison. His conduct on this day is distin' 

fuished by a masterly device of his own, purely original, and such as none 
ut a bold and inventive genius, peculiarly formed f6r the military profes-. 
sion, eould Have hit upon, or would have hazarded. It was not until the * 
5th of October that Proctor was overtaken. On that day the enemy was- 
discerned in a position skilfully chosen. A narrow strip of dry land, flank- 
ed by the river Thames on the left, and by a swamp on the right, was oc- 
cupied by his regular infanti'y and artillery, while on the right flank lay 
Te'cumseh with his followers on the eastern margin of the swamp. But 
Proctor committed an error in forming his infantry in open order. General 
Harrison availing himself of the fact, and aware that troops so disposed 
could not resist a charge of mounted men, he directe < Col. Juhnson to dash 
through the enemy's line in column. The movement ^^as made with bril- 
liant success. The mounted men charged with promptitude and vigor, 
broke through the line of the enemy, formed in the rear, and assailed the 
broken line with success unequalled,! and nearly the whole of the British 
regulars were either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. On rhe left the 
.Indians contended more severely, but Tecumseh being killed in the battle^ 
they were soon subdued. Proctor fled in shameful desertion of his troops, 
escorted by his life-guard. The defeat of the enemy was complete. All 
the baggage of Proctor, and military stores, together with his official pa- 
pers, fell into the han^s of Gen. Harrison; and several field-pieces which 
had been taken from the British in the Revolutionary war at Saratoga and 
Torktown, but which had been shamefully surrendered by Hull at Detroit, 
WQre retaken. The war having been thus gloriously terminated in his own^ 
district, Gen. Harrison repaired to £rie, and soon after to the seat of Gov-* 
etnment, Washington City. His resignation soon followed, as he retired to 
his private residence at North Bend, in the State of Ohio, and is now living 
as a private citizen." 

'^ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled^ That the thanks of Congress be, and 
they are hereby, presented to Major General William Henry Harrison and 
Isaac Shelby, late Governor of Kentucky, and through them to the nffieera 
and men under their command, for their gallantry and (;ood conduct in de* 
feating the combined British and Indian lorces under Major General Proc- 
tor, on the Thames, in Upper Canada, on the fifth da^ of October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, capturing the British army, with their 
bkggage, camp equipage, and artillery; and that the President of the United 
States be requested to cause two gold medals to be struck, emblematical of 
this triumph, and presented to Gen. Harrison and Isaac Shelby, late Got-- 
emor of Kentucky. H. CLAY, 

" Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
"JOHN GAILLARD, 
" President of the Senate^ pro tempore. 
« AmiL 4, 1818.— Approved, JAMES MONROE." 



Leiterfram Chvemor Scott of Keniuchf to Mo»a Lawaon of 
Cincinnati. 

" Moses Dawsok, Es^., Sir: You request my opinion of Gen. William 
Henry Harrison as a citizen, a soldier, and a general. I have had the pleas- 
ure of an acquaintance, intimately, for many years with Gen. Harrison, and 
ever considered him a man of honor; one who bought to do Justice, an^ 
who was always willing to assist and benefit the condition of^ those with 
whom he was acauainted and associated, and know him to be the friend of 
the oppressed and injured. Hospitality without ostentation was always to 
be found within his doors, and his household was ever ready to extend 
charity to the sick and neeoy. 



AFiPBN]»UU iff 

'^ Ab a soldier and an offioer, I can speak from an i^cquamtance formed 
with him as such that I shall ever be proud of. I served under him in the 
campaign of 1811, upon the Wabash, as a Captain, and shared w.iih him the 
danger in Hhe action of Tippecanoe, in the night, on the 7th November^ 
1811. Ho one on the march or in the return did 1 hear murmur a complaint 
of the GeneraPs conduct. He possessed the confidence, and was the pride 
of the army-^his absence even for one day was foil by the army. 

«« I have thought, and still think, that few generals would have faced 
danger at so many points as General Harrison did in the action of Tippeca«- 
noe. Wherever the action was warmest, was Gen. Harrison to be lonnd, 
and heard encouraging and cheering the officers and soldiers. His human- 
ity, bis attention, and his care of the wounded after the action, from the 
battle-ground to the hospital in Vincennes, was that of a benevolent Chria- 
tian, and was evidence of the goodness ol his heart. I cannot but say that 
I consider General Uarrison^s conduct in the campaign and in the action of 
Tippecanoe unexceptionable as a soldier and as a General, and will be ao 
considered by every soldier and officer of the United States, when correctly 
informed, who was a fnendto the late war, an enemy to Indian warfare, 
and who returned from the army with clean hands. 

" 1 am, sir, yours, &.c. 

"THOMAS SCOTT." 
[MosCM DaxQson^i Life of Gen, Harrison^ p, 228* 



Extract of a letter from Governor Shelby ^ dated at 

"Frankfort, April ;^1, 1816. 

"In short, sir, from the time I joined you to the moment of ourseparft*- 
tion, I believe that no commander ever did, or could, make greater exer- 
tions than you did to effect thb great objects of the campaijjn. I adfiiired 
your plans, and thought them executed with great energv; particularly 
yottr order of battle, and arrangement for landing on the Canada shore, ' 
were calculated to i aspire every" officer and man with confidence that we 
could not be defeated by any thing like our own number. 

" Until after I had served the campaign of 1813, 1 was not aware of the 
diiBcnlties which you had to encounter as commander of the Northwestern 
Army. I have aiiice, often said, and still do believe, that the duties assign- 
ed to you on that occasion were more arduous and difficult to accomplish 
than any I bad ever known confided to any commander; and with respect 
to the zeai and fidelity with which you executed that high and important 
trast, there are thousands in Kentucky, as well as myself, who believe it 
could not have been committed to better hands. 

^^ With sentiments of the most einccre regard end esteem, Vbaye the hon- 
or to be, with great reepeet, your obedient servant, 

" ISAAC SHELBY." 
[DawsonU Life of Harrison^ page 423, 



Extract of a letter from Commodore Perry ^ dated at 

"Newport, August 18, 1817. 
"^ Although I have little or no pretension to military knowledge as relates 
to an arm V, still I may be allowed to bear testimony to your zeal and ac- 
tivity in the pursuit of the British army under General Proctor, and to say 
the prompt change made by you in the order of battle, on discovering the 
position of the enemy, always has appeared to me to have evinced a nigh 
degree of mititar3r talent. I concur most sincerely with the venerable Gov- 
ernor Shelbv in his general approbation of your conduct (as far as it came 
under my observation) in that campaign. 

*' With great regard, I am, my dear air. your friend, 

* ' ^ '' "O.H. PERRY." 

[DawtonU Life of Harrison^ page 433. 
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PrNid6«( ]l(«fiton% opinion of Gonortl HiiTrifOff tt the battlo on the 
Thsmet : 

*^ The mecesa on Lake Erie havinff opanedf a paaaage to the territory of 
the enemy^ the officer coimnanding the Northwertem arme tranaferred the 
war thither, and, rapidly pursuing the hostiltr troope fleeing with their say* 
nge aawciatea) forced a ffeneral action, which quickly terminated in tho 
capture of the Britifh, and diepersion of the saTage force. 

^ Thxt rtiuU ii tignally honorable io Maf, Oen, Habbison, by uhou miK' 
tary taientfU voat prepared.'** 

The opinion pf the Hon. Langdon Cheire^ of the imporianee of the victo- 
ry of the Thames^ and the bravery of Qen. Wm . H. Hasrisoit : 

" The victory of Harrison was stteh as Would have secured io a Roman 
General, m the best days of the RepubUe, (he honors of a triumph,* He put. 
an end to thetfiHr in the Uppermost Canada,'*^ 

The heroic amt hiineoted Coi. Daviee of Kentucky, who fell at the battle 
of Tipp«taif0e, inr a letter, dated the 34tfa of Auguet, 1811, delivers this 
emphatic opinion : 

** 1 make free to declare that I have imagiiHsd there were two military 
men in the West, and Gen. Harrison is the first." 

From the message of Simon Snyder, Governor of Pennsylvania, Decern* 
her 10, 1813: 

^^ Already is the brow of the young warrior, Croghan, encircled with lau- 
rels, and the blessings of thousands of women and children rescued from 
the scalping-knife of the ruthless savage of the wilderness, and from the 
still more savage Proctor, rest on Harrison and his gallant army." 

Gov. Shelby to Mr. Madison, May 18, 1814, says: 

^^ I feel no hesitation to declare to you that I believe Oeneral Harrison to 
be one of the first military men lever ibietp." 

Col. Kichard M. Johnson to Gen. Harrison, July 4, 181 3, says: 

'^ We did not want to se: ve under cowards or traitors, but under one [Hax- 
nisoir] who had proved himself to be wise, prudent, and brave J** 

And this same Col. Richard M. Johnaon, now Vice President of the Uni- • 
ted States, thus expresses himself in a speech delivered in the House of 
Representatives of the United Statesmen the bill for the relief of the repre* - 
sentatives of J. C Harrison, deceased, March 2d, 1831 : 

^ One of the securities ia Gen. Wm. H. Harrison; and who is Gieneral 
Harrison? The son of one of the signera of the Declaration of Indepen- - 
dence, who spent the greater part of his large fortune in redeeming the 

{dedge he then gave of ^^his fortune, life, and sacred honor," to secure the 
iberties of his country. 

^* Of the career of Gem Harrison I need not speak. The history of the 
West is his history. For forty years he has been identified with its in* 
terests, its perils, and its hopes. Universally beloved in the walks of peace, 
and distinguished by his ability in the councils of his country, he has been 
yet more illurtriousiy distinguished in the field. 

^^ During the late war., be was longer in active service than any other 
general officer ; he was perhaps oftener in action than any one of them, and 
never sustained a defeat." 



The reputation of General Harrison does not rest solely upon the ground 
of his military achievements, as will appear from a simple enumeration of 
the civil posts to which he has been successively called : 

In 1791, when 19 years of age, he was appointed by Washington, an en- 
sign in our infant army. ' 

In 179^, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant : and in 1793, joined 
the legion under General Wayne, and in a few days thereafter was selected 
by him as one of his Aids. 

On the 34th of August, 1794, he distinguished himself in the battle 
of the Miami, and elicited the most flattering written approbation of Gen- 
eral Wayne. 
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In 1795, he was made a Captain, and was pTaced in command of Fort 
Washington. 

• In 1797, he was appointed by President Adam^, Secretary of the North- 
western Territory, and ex officio Lieutenant Governor. 

In 1798, he was chosen a delegate to Congress. 

In 1801, he was appointed Governor of Indiana, and in the same year 
President Jefferson appointed him sole commissioner for treating with the 
Indians. 

In 1809, he was appointed Qovernor of Indiama, by Madison. 

On the 7th November, 1811, he gained the great victory of TIPPE* 
CANOE. 

On the 11th September, 1812, the siege of Fort Meigs commenced — ^last^ 
ed five days, and was terminated by the brilliant ana successful sortie of 
General Harrison. 

On the 5th of October, 1813, he gained the splendid victory of the 
THAMES, over the British and Indians under Proctor. 

In 1814, he was appointed by Madison, one of the Commissioners to treat 
with the Indians, and in the same year, with his colleagues. Governor 
Shelby and General Cass, concluded the celebrated treaty of Greenville. 

In 1815, he was again appointed such Commissioner, with General Mc- 
Arthur and Mr. Graham, and negotiated a treaty at Detroit. 

In 1816, ho was elected a member of Congress. 

In January, 1818, he introduced a resolution in honor of Kosciusko, and 
supported it in one of the most feeling, and classical and eloquent speeches, 
ever delivered in the House of Representatives. 

In 1819, he was elected a member of the Ohio Senate. 

In 1824, he was elected Senator in Congress, and was appointed, in 
1835, Chairman of the Military Committee, in place of General Jackson, 
who had resigned. 

In 1827, he was appointed Minister to Colombia, and in 1829 wrote hi» 
' immortal letter to Bolivar, tbe deliverer of South America. 



Eighteen Reasons why General Harrison ought 
to he Elected President of the United States. 

1. Because he is ple'dged to serve, if elected, bat one term. 

2. Evary prominent act of his life proves him to be a friend and servant 
of his country, and a sterling Democratic Republican, in tkeory and prac> 
tice. 

3. He would confine the action of the Federal Government to its own 
appropriate sphere, check its monarchical tendencies, and maintain the bal- 
ance of the Constitution. 

4. He would be the President of the many, and nottheagent of the few. 
5 He is.one of the People, and for the People. He sympathises with 

their wants, and understanas their interests. He agrees that, ^^acquiescence 
in the decisions of the majority is the vital principle of Republics." He 
would exercise a " jealous care of the right of election by the people," and 
impart ^^ equal and exact justice to all men," and all sections. It is regard- 
ed as an evidence of his beIongin«[ to the people, and their enemies call him, 
in derision, "7%e Log Cabin CarmidaU,^^ and *' the Poor Man^s PresidenV* 

6. He would have the public purse, not united with the sword, but kept 
in safety under the control of Congress, as intended by the Constitution. 

7. He agrees that the executive power has increased, is increasinff, and 
ottffht to be diminished, and will give his disinterested efforts to remedv the 
evu. 

8 He would preserve, or apply, the public lands, as a common Tund, in 
accordance with the compact, for the benefit of all, and not a part of the 
States. 

9< He wotild restore the constitutional and republican course of legisl^-- 
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tion, act as the executor, not the originator of laws, and limit the veto power 
generally to cases of doubt. 

10. He would, to use the language of Jefferson, " support the State Gov- 
ernments in all their rie^hts, as the most competent administrations for our 
domestic concerns, and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican tenden- 
cies." 

11. He would not seek an Ex- cutive Bank, nor renew the explode^ 
system of Government paper money. 

12. He is the friend of labor, of commerce and of trade, and the advocate 
oft sound and uniform constitutional currency. 

13 He has spent forty years of faithful toil in the People^s service, which 
he begun in youth and affluence, and ended in poverty without reproach. 

14. He would bringto the administration 9f the Government an enlighten- 
ed mind, comprehensive views, a magnanimous policy and an honest heart, 
and rest the merit of his administration upon the degree of good accom- 
plished for the greatest number. 

15. He is the father of the beneiicent land system of the West, and the 
author of numerous laws and treaties worthy of an eminent statesman and 
diplomatist. 

16. His life is a history of the West — and for his pre-eminent and self- 
saerificing services as a soldier, as a Territorial Secretary, as a Delegate, 
Representative, and Senator in Congress, as a Governor, as a General, anero^ 
a diplomatist, a statesman, a scholar, an honest man and patriot, he deserves 
the gratitude of his countrymen. 

17. He would reform and purify the departments of soveirnment, appoint 
honest and capable men to office, and stop the leaks in the Treasury. 

18. [n view of the great importance of the crisis. General Harrison is the 
MAN, reserved and qualified, as it would seem, by Providdnce, for the oc- 
casion, to fill the high hope and destiny of the country. 

We might add more, but here are reasons enough to justify every man in 
the Republic, who desires to see the Constitution preserved, the Union per- 
petuated, ana the public liberties transmitted, unimpaired, to posterity, in 
rallying for the patriot farmer and statesman of North Bend. 



" By their fndts ye shall know themf* or, in the language of 
Gen. Jackson, th^ " Tree is knoum b»f its fruits 

From the foregoing sketch of the Life and Public Services of William- 
Henry Harrison, the reader will have perceived that a very lafge propor- 
tion of them have been devoted to the Western Country^ and in the promo- 
tion of its best interests and the prosperity and happiness of its citizens. 
And on the other hand, let him contrast the public acts of Mr. Van Buren 
merely in so far as the West is more intimately concerned, and then let him 
decide which is entitled to his vote for the high and exalted station of Pres- 
ident of these United States. . 

Let the friends of Mr. Van Buren point to a single act of his publio life 
calculated in the least to advance the interests or happiness of the West. 

We have carefully compiled the following votes from the journals. If 
Mr. Van Buren's votes against every Western measure, in Congress, are , 
"fruits" pleasant to the palateof his supporters, we are much deceived. 
Let them examine the record, and see whether such a candidate for Presi- 
dent, has a single claim on the people of the West. Can honest Jackson 
men vindicate the votes of the President and Mr. Van Buren, at the same 
time, on the same policy, and be ccmsistotit ? They .cannot — they will 
not. — People^s Echo. 

In the Senate, April 24, 1821. Mr. Van Buren, accerding to the journal, 
pjiffe 318, voted against ^^ An act to procure the necessary surveys, plan» 
ana estimates, upon the subject of roads and catfals.'^ 

In Senate, Maj^ 19, 1824. Mr. Van Buren voted against ^^ An act to im- 

Srove the navigation of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers." Mr. Eaton^ Gen. 
ackson and Mr. Benton voted for the bill. Journal^ page 44L' 
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In Senate, Feb. 11, 18S5, According to page 155 of the journal, Martin 
Van Buren voted to strike out a provision of a "bill " for making surveys 
«ind carrying on the operations of the Board of Engineers, in relation to in- 
ternal improvements." 

On the ^4th of February, Mr. Van Buren also voted against " An act for 
the continuation of the Cumberland Road." 

In Senate, March 20, 1826. Mr. Van Buren voted to strike out the fol- 
lowing from the first section of a bill entitled "An act making appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States, for the year 1826," viz. — 
•" For the continuation of the Cumberland Road, J100,000; which shall be 
replaced out of the iund reserved for laying out and making roads, under 
the direction of Congress, by the several acts passed for the admission of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri into the Union," &c. Gen. Harrison 
voted against striking out. The same day Mr. Van Buren voted for striking 
out of the bill, an appropriation oi $50,000, for the above purpose. Gen. 
Harrison voted against it. 

In Senate, April 22. A bill was passed authorizing a " subscription for 
stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Company." Yeas 20 — Nays 15. 
Gen. Harrison voting for, and Mr. Van Buren against the subscription. 
•Senate journal, page 260. 

May 10, Gen. Harrison voted for a bill 'Mo OT^t a certain quantity of 
land to the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aimng in opening a canal to 
-connect the waters of the Illinois with those of Lake Michigan." Mr. Van 
Buren voted against the grant. See journal of the Senate, page 317. 

On the 13th of February, 1827, "the Senate resumed, in committee of 
the whole, the bill to grant a certain quantity of land to the State of Indi- 
ana, for the purpose ofaiding said State in opening a canal to connect the 
waters of the Wabash river wi.h those of Lake Erie." " On the question, 
«haU this bill pass? it was decided in the affirmative, by a vote of 28 to 
14." Page 179 of Senate journal. Gen. Harrison, Benton, &c. voting for 
it. Martin Van Buren did not. 

Again: Feb. 17, of the same year, on motion of Mr. Hendricks, of Indi- 
ana, " the Senate resumed, as in committee of the whole, a bill to author- 
ize a subscription of stock, on the part of the United States, in the Colum- 
bus and Sandusky Turnpike Company." " On the question, shall the bill 
be engrossed ana read the third time.? it was decided by yeas, 27 — nays 
18." Gen. Harrison voted for the appropriation — Mr. Van Buren against 
it. See journal, page 196. 

On the 27th of Feb., the Senate passed a bill "making appropriations for 
the military service of the United States, for the year 1827." Mr. Van 
Buren voted to strike out the following words, from the first section of that 
bill, viz. — " For constructing the road from Canton to Zanesville, in the 
State of Ohio, and for continuing and completing the survey of the Cum- 
berland road frohi Zanesville to the seat of Government of Missouri, $170,- 
000 ; which shall be replaced out of the fund reserved for laying out and 
making roads under the direction of Congress, by the several acts passed 
for the admission of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, into 
the Union, on an equal footing with ' the original States." Gen. Harrison 
voted for retaining the clause — so did Messrs. Benton, Eaton, Hendricks, 
Johnson of Kentucky, King of Alabama, and every Senator from the West 
and Southv^est. There wefe 15 for striking out, headed by Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, always inimical to Western interests; and 27 against. 

On the same day, Mr. Van Buren voted against an appropriation to de- 
fray the incidental expenses of these surveys, of $30,000; and Gen. Har- 
rison for it. 

On the Ist of March, 1827, a bill for the preservation and repair of tfa6 
Cumberland road, passed the Senate, yeas, 22'— nays, 16; Mr. Van Buren, 
according to his consistent anhorrence of inlemfti improvements, voting 
against the act; Gen. Harrison, the undeviating friend of Western interests, 
voting for it. 
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Mr. Van BurerC$ votes in Senate^ on the Cumberland Soaif 

* The following extracts fiom the Senate journal, 8| eak for themselvei. 
And we recommend them eepecially to the attention of the citizens of Ala- 
bama, MissiAippi, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, as good and effi- 
cient reasons to induce them to give their votes for Martin Van Buren for 
President. Examine them well, read and reflect, and see how will these 
Totes agree with your interests. — United States Telegraph, 
. January 28, 1828. The Senate took up, as in committee of the whole, 
^ the bill making appropriation for the construction of the Cumbeiland road 
* from Bridgeport to Zanesviile, in the State of Ohio, and for continuing and 
completing the surveys of the Cumberland road from Zanesviile to the seat 
of Government in the State of Missouri; and no amendment having been 
made thereto, it was reported to the Senate; and on the Question, shall this 
bill be engrossed and read a third time? it passed in the affirmative — yeas, 
25 — nays, 18; Mr. Van Buren voting against the bill. 

April 10, 182^. The Senate having under consideration, as in commit- 
tee of the whole, the bill entitled ^^ An act making appropriations for inter- 
nal improvements, as amended;" on the question to agree to the fifth 
amendment, as follows: ^'Strike out of the first section the following 
words: ^For the completi6n of the Cumberland road, continued to Zanes- 
viile, in the State of Ohio, $175,003; which said sum of money shall be re- 
placed from the fund reserved for laying out and making roads, under the 
direction of Congress, by the several acts passed for the admission of. the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, into the Union, on an equal 
footing with the original States;" it was detirmined in the negative — ^yeasy 
18 — nays, 29; Mr. Van Buren voting in the affirmative. 

April 22, 1828. The Senate resumed, as in committee of the whole, the 
bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road, together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto, by the select committee on Roads and Canals; the 
said amendments having been agreed to, the bill was reported to the Sen- 
ate; and the amendments having been concurred in, on the question, Shall 
the bill be engrossed and read a third tim«? it was determined in the affir- 
mative — ^yeas, 26 — ^nays, 15; Mr. Van Buren voting in the negative. 



One of the most prominent of the charges which were brought against 
the Administration of Mr. Adams, and which was most vehemently urged 
by his opponents, as a reason for a change in our rulers, was the pretended 
extravagance of the public expenditures. By contrasting the following 
statement of the annual amount of the expenditures of the Government du- 
ring the four years of Mr. Adams* Admifiistration, with those of the eight 
years of Gen. Jackson, and the three years which have already elapsed, of 
Mr. Van Buren's, the voters of the country can at once determine against 
whom the charge of extravagance should rest. 

OFFICIAL. 
PmsLic ExPENDiruHB FROM 1824 TO 1838.— Zeffer from the 
Secretary of the Treamry^ transmitting a statement of expen- 
diture, exclusive of the public debt^for each year, from 1824 

to 1838. 
: June 28, 1838.— Read and laid upon the table. 

Tbeasvrt Dsfartkent,? 
June 27, 1838. 5 
Sir — ^Tn obedience to the resolution of the House of RepcesentatiTes of 
the 25th instant, I have the honor to ^Hay before the House a statement 
showing the amount of expedditnre, txehmm of the pubUe debit for each 
year, from 1834 to 1838." 

I am very respectfully your obedient servant, 

l^EVI WOODBURY, • 
Secretary of the Treamry. 
Hon. J. K. Pols, Speaker of the House of RepretentaHves, 
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Statement showing the amount of expenditures of the United States ex- 
clusive of the public debt, for each year, from 1824 to 1837 inclusive, stated 
in pursuance of a resolution of the Hoase of RepresentativeET of the 35th 
June, 1838. 

For the year 1824, $15,330,144 71 

Do 1885, i 1M904459 94 

Do 1826, 13,062,316 27 

Do 1827, 12,653,095 65 

Do 1828, 13,296,041 45 

Do 1829, 12,660,460 62 

Do 1830, 1 13,229,533 33 

Do .1831, 13,864,067 90 

Do 1832, 16,516,688 77 

Do 1833, 22,713,755 11 

Do 1834, 18,425,417 25 

Do 1835, 17,514,850 28 

Do 1836, * 30,868,164 04 

Do 1837, *39,164,745 37 

NoTB. — The foregoing sums include payments for trust funds and indem- 
nities, which, 1837, was $5,610,404 36. 

T. L. SMITH, ReguUr. 
Treasury Department, 

Register^a Office^ June 27, 1838. 
*This sum is subject to small variation on the settlement of the Bccottnts 
of the Treasurer. 

Koie by the Publisher from Public Documents, 

Mr. Van Buren's 3 years, 1837, $39,164,745 

1838, 40,427,218 

1839, 31,815,000 

Total, 111,406,963 

Average each year, $37,135,654 33 



Unofficial, 

Contrast the expenditures of the Government under the present with thofee 
of former Administrations ; then read the following, and reflect before you 
vote!!!!!!!!! 

The following are literal extracts from the report of the Secretarjr of 
War, and the message of the President of the United States, on the subject 
of the increase of the Army of the United States: 

" It is proposed to divide the United States into eight military districts, 
and to organize the militia iz^each district, so as to have a body of twelve 
thousand five hundred men in active service, and another of equal number 
as a reserve. This would give an armed militia firce of two hundred thou- 
sand men, so drilled and stationed as to be ready to take their places in the 
ranks in defence of their country whenever called upon to oppose the enemy 
or repel the invader. The age of the recruit to be from twenty to thirty- 
seven; the whole time of service to be eight years— ^four years in the first 
class, and four in the reserve ; one-fourth part, twenty-five thousand men, 
to leave the service every year, passing, at the conclusion of the first term, 
into the reserve, and exempted from ordinary militia duty altogether at the 
end of the second. In this manner, twenty-five thousand men will be dis- 
charged from, militia duty every year, and twenty-five thousand fresh re- 
cruits be received into the service. It will be sufficient for all useful pur- 
poses, that the remainder of the militia, under certain regulations provided 
for their government, be enrolled and be mustered at long and stated inter- 
vals; for, in due process of time, nearly the whole mass of the militia will 
pass through the first and second classes, and be either members of the ac- 
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tiv€ corps, or of the reserve, or counted among the exempts, who will be 
liable to be called upon only in periods of invasion or imminent peril. The 
manner of enrolment, the number of days of service, and the rate of com- 
pensation, ought to be fixed by law ; but the detaHs had better be left sub- 
ject to regulation — a plan of which I am prepared to submit to you." 

Here is the endorsation of this monstrous project by Mr. Van Buren, in 
his last annual message : 

** The present condition of the defences of our principal seaports and navy 
yards, as represented by the accompanying report of the Secretary of War, 
calls for the early and serious attention of Congress; and,as connecting it- 
self intimately with this subject, I cannot recommend too strongly to your 
consideration the plan submittedtiy that officer for the organization of the 
militia df the United States." 

The following is the 17th section of the plan of details proposed by the 
Secretary of War for the organization of the militia of the United States, 
thus recommended by Mr. Van Buren — by which the power is to be given to 
the President to assemble such numbers, at such places, and at such times, 
within their respective districts, as he may deem necessary — not exceeding 
twice in one year^ The people are required, if called on, to perform mili- 
tary duty beyond the limits of their own States, at the will of the Pres- 
ident, there being only eight districts iti the Union, and consequently 
several States in a district. 

We have only to call your attention to. thfi universal prediction made in 
16d3,-.at the time of the removal of the depoaites, and reiterated down to the 
present time, viz : That when the Federal Executive obtained unlimited con- 
trol over the j)ublic purse, the next step would be to raise a standing army. 
Here it is in its full proportions ! ! ! 

The next step towards the downfall of this republic, under the false garb 
of democracy, we leave you to conjecture. In the mean time, you are en- 
treated to pause before you strike this last faial blow at the liberties of your 
country. 

"17. That the President of the United States be authorized to call forth 
and assemble such numbers of the active force of the militia, at such places 
withiii their respective districts, and at such times, not exceeding twice, 

nor days in the same year, las he may deem necessary; and during 

such period, including the time when going to and returning from the place 
of rendezvous, they shall be deemed in the service of the United States, and 
be subject to such regulations aa the President may think proper to adopt 
for their instruction, discipline, and improvement in military knowledge.". 
We, tbe undersigned, hereby certify that the above extracts are true cop- 
ies from the reports of the Secretary of War, and from the message of the 
President of the United States. 

R. Garland, ofLousiana, 
"' John Bell, of Tennessee^ 

John M. Botts, of Virginia, 

'tHos.CQjiwiii^ofOhio, 

M. H. Grinwell, ofJ^eto York, 

J. C. Clark, of New York, 

Leverett Saltonstall, of Mass., 

Truman Smith, of Connecticut, 

Executive Committee. 
ai/»rin8, 1840. 



Charles Scott, Printeb, 
Co/Mw6t«,'0., 1840. 
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